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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES 


OF  THE 

Yearly  Meeting  of  Men  Friends, 

HELD  IN  BALTIMORE, 

By  Adjournments,  from  the  26th  of  Tenth  Month, 
to  29th  of  the  same,  inclusive, 

1874. 


1.  At  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends, 
held  on  Lombard  Street,  by  adjournments,  from  the 
26th  of  Tenth  Month  to  the  29th  of  the  same,  inclusive, 
1874. 


2.  Written  Deports  received  from  all  of  our  Quar¬ 
terly  Meetings,  furnish  the  names  of  Friends  they  have 
appointed  [Representatives,  to  attend  the  service  of  this 
meeting,  who  on  being  called,  all  answered,  except 
those  to  whose  names  a  mark  is  prefixed,  and  for  the 
absence  of  one  of  these,  indisposition  was  assigned,  viz : 


From  Baltimore. 


B.  Rush  Roberts, 
Frederick  Stabler, 
Benjamin  H.  Miller, 
Win.  John  Thomas, 

T.  Burling  Hull, 
Gerard  H.  Reese, 
Richard  H.  Townsend, 
Cyrus  Blackburn, 


Elias  Matthews, 
Thomas  H.  Matthews, 
Levi  Price, 

Evan  Matthews, 

Wm.  C.  Haviland, 

A.  Haviland  Hull, 
Mordecai  Price, 
Thomas  Kemp. 
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From  Warrington. 

Theodore  Hibberd,  *Israel  Garrettsou, 

'‘'John  Shugh,  Joshua  Russel^ 

Josiah  Griest,  *Owen  Griest. 


From  Fairfax. 


Elkauah  Fawcett, 

David  W.  Branson, 

Daniel  Walker, 

Daniel  T.  Wood, 

William  B.  Steer, 

Charles  L.  Hollingsworth, 
William  Williams, 

Robert  F.  Roberts, 


John  B.  Dutton, 
Hugh  R.  Holmes, 
William  Hoge, 

Win.  T.  Shoemaker, 
Thomas  R.  Smith, 
David  Ferris, 

Walter  Walton, 
Chalkley  Gillingham. 


From 

Joseph  Lincoln, 

John  Marshall, 

Edwin  Haines, 

Wm.  J.  Preston, 

*Albin  Cutler, 

Henry  C.  Wood, 

From 

Benjamin  H.  Walker, 
*JosephEves, 

*Thomas  M.  Way, 

*Jesse  Underwood, 


Nottingham. 

*James  Smedley, 

Ell  wood  M.  Stubbs, 
Milton  Brown, 

Wm.  P.  Lewin, 
John  H.  Stokes, 
Wm.  G.  McCoy. 

Centre. 

Joseph  M.  Spencer, 
Thomas  W.  Moore, 
*Wm.  F.  Johnson. 


From  Prairie  Grove. 

*Mahlon  Hollingsworth,  Caleb  Russell, 

*Elton  Borton,  *John  Heacock. 

*Jesse  Holmes, 

3.  Minutes  for  Friends  who  are  in  attendance  with 
us  from  within  the  limits  of  other  Yearly  Meetings, 
were  produced  and  read  as  follows: 

For  John  J.  White,  a  Minister  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends  of  Philadelphia,  held  at  Spruce  Street. 

Pierce  Hoopes,  an  Elder,  companion  of  his  wife,  Sarah  Hoopes, 
from  Birmingham  Monthly  Meeting,  Pennsylvania. 
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Thomas  Mather,  an  Elder,  companion  of  Ann  Weaver,  from 
the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Green  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Jeremiah  Hayliurst,  an  Elder  from  Solebury  Monthly  Meeting, 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

These  Minutes  were  handed  to  the  Clerk  of  Women’s 
Meeting. 

4.  Minutes  received  from  Women’s  Meeting  were 
read  as  follows : 

For  Elizabeth  Comfort,  a  Minister  from  Falls  Monthly  Meeting, 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Sarah  Hunt,  a  Minister  from  Chester  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at 
Moorestown,  New  Jersey. 

Ann  Weaver,  a  Minister  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends, 
held  at  Green  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Lydia  L.  Rowlett,  a  Member,  companion  of  Ann  Weaver,  from 
the  same  Monthly  Meeting. 

Dinah  Furnas,  a  Minister  from  Miama  Monthly  Meeting,  Ohio. 

Sarah  Hoopes,  a  Minister  from  Birmingham  Monthly  Meeting, 
Pennsylvania. 

Rachel  C.  Rogers,  a  Minister  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Mary  E.  Smith,  a  Minister  from  Salem  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends,  New1  Jersey. 

Lydia  T.  Zerns,  a  Member,  companion  of  Mary  E.  Smith,  from 
Salem  Monthly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  New  Jersey. 

5.  Epistles  have  been  received  from  all  the  Yearly 
Meetings  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence,  and 
those  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  were  now  read  to  our  comfort  and  encouragement ; 
the  others  were  deferred  to  a  futui’e  sitting. 

6.  To  essay  replies  to  these  Epistles  as  way  may 
open  therefor  to  all  the  Yearly  Meetings  with  which 
we  correspond,  Samuel  M.  Janney,  William  Williams, 
William  M.  Way,  Robert  E.  Roberts,  Gerard  H.  Reese 
James  S.  Ilallowell,  Thomas  W.  Moore,  Abel  A.  Hull 
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David  Pyle,  Caleb  Russell,  David  Ferris,  William  Way, 
Thomas  H.  Matthews,  T.  Burling  Hull,  and  John  Mar¬ 
shall  were  appointed. 

The  same  Committee  was  desired  to  endeavor  to  em¬ 
body  some  of  the  exercises  of  the  Meeting  in  a  suitable 
Minute  for  insertion  in  our  Printed  Extracts,  for  the 
benefit  of  our  absent  members,  and  produce  it  to  a 
future  sitting. 

7.  Edward  Stabler,  Jr.,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
which  stands  appointed  to  record  the  Minutes  of  this 
Meeting,  reported  that  the  service  has  been  performed. 

8.  The  Representatives  were  desired  to  confer  to¬ 
gether  at  the  close  of  this  Sitting,  and  propose  to  our 
next  the  names  of  Friends  for  Clerk  and  Assistant 
Clerk,  the  ensuing  year. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 


Second  Day  Afternoon. 


Friends  assembled  near  the  time  adjourned  to. 

9.  Robert  F.  Roberts,  on  behalf  of  the  Representa¬ 
tives,  reported  that  they  had  conferred  together,  and 
were  united  in  proposing  William  Wood  for  Clerk,  and 
Levi  K.  Brown  for  Assistant  Clerk,  which  being  sepa¬ 
rately  considered,  was  united  with  by  the  Meeting,  and 
they  wei’e  appointed  to  that  service. 

10.  The  following  subjects  are  contained  in  the  Re¬ 
port  from  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  viz  : 
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It  is  proposed  to  change  a  paragraph  in  our  Book  of  Discipline, 
made  in  1870,  in  relation  to  Men’s  and  Women’s  Meetings,  admin¬ 
istering  Discipline,  and  substitute  the  following: 

“That  in  the  administration  of  Discipline,  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Meetings  may  separately  have  the  power  of  receiving,  disowning 
and  releasing  members  without  specifying  the  cause  of  disown- 
ment,  in  all  cases  eacli  Meeting  giving  the  other  information  of 
their  action,  reserving  the  privilege  in  such  cases  as  either  may 
desire  the  assistance  of  the  other. 

“And  for  an  additional  paragraph  to  allow  children  that  have 
but  one  parent  a  Member  of  Society,  a  Birthright  Membership, 
to  continue  during  their  minority,  if  approved  by  both  parents; 
after  which  allow  them  the  choice  of  continuing  in  membership. 

“  And  when  any  of  our  Members  absent  themselves  from  our 
Meetings  for  a  period  of  five  years,  without  assigning  a  sufficient 
reason  for  such  absence,  Monthly  Meetings  may  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  discontinuing  them  as  Members. 

These  subjects  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Meeting, 
were  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  in 
conjunction  with  a  like  appointment  by  Women’s  Meet¬ 
ing,  and  to  report  their  judgment  thereon  to  a  future 
sitting. 

12.  To  examine  and  settle  the  Treasurer’s  account, 
propose  a  sum  to  be  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  Meeting  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  propose  the  name 
of  a  suitable  Friend  for  Treasurer,  a  Committee  was 
appointed. 

The  Report  from  Prairie  Grove  Quarter  submits  the 
following  to  the  consideration  of  this  Meeting,  viz  : 

That  they  have  appointed  Caleb  Russell  to  receive  and  pay  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  $120.00,  their  quota  of 
$1800.00,  directed  to  be  raised  last  year;  but  on  account  of  their 
remote  situalion.so  few  of  their  members  being  able  to  attend  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  their  having  had,  and  still  have  Meeting 
Houses  to  build,  and  the  probability  at  no  distant  day  of  their 
having  to  incur  the  expense  of  establishing  a  new  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  whether  it  is  altogether  right  for  their  Meeting  to  pay  this 
sum. 

This  suggestion  of  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting 
was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasurer’s  Account. 
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The  same  Committee  was  also  directed  to  consider 
of  and,  if  way  opens,  to  propose  a  re-adjustment  of  the 
quotas  of  our  several  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  report 
to  a  future  sitting. 

13.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  propose  to  a 
future  sitting  the  names  of  suitable  Friends  for  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  .Representative  Committee  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  the  ensuing  year. 

14.  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting  in  its  Report  to 
this  Meeting,  informs, — 

“  That  we  now  hold  this  Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  6th  Month,  at 
Frairie  Grove,  at  West  Liberty  in  the  3d  and  9th  Months,  and  at 
Marietta  in  the  12th  Month  of  each  year;  and  that  the  day  for 
holding  Wapsanonock  Monthly  Meeting  has  also  been  changed 
to  the  4th  day  after  the  1st  Seventh  Day  in  each  month  ;  and  also 
that  all  the  Meetings  constituting  Wapsanonock  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ing  are  now  changed  to  10  o’clock  front  the  1st  of  4th  Month  to  the 
1st  of  10th  Month  inclusive,  and  at  11  o’clock  the  balance  of  the 
year.” 

15.  The  Epistles  from  Genesee,  Ohio,  and  Indiana 
Yearly  Meetings  were  now  read,  and  their  interesting 
contents  were  edifying  and  instructive  to  us. 

The  Meeting  then  adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Third  Day  Morning. 

27th  of  the  month  and  3d  of  the  week. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  Friends  assembled. 

1G.  Our  Friend,  Mary  E.  Smith,  of  Salem,  New 
Jersey,  made  an  acceptable  visit  to  this  Meeting. 
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17.  The  Meeting  entered  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  State  of  Society,  as  brought  before  us  by  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  Answers  to  the  First  and  Second  Queries 
from  our  Constituent  Branches.  Solemnity  prevailed 
over  the  Meeting,  and  earnest  exhortations  were  given 
forth,  encouraging  us  to  greater  faithfulness  in  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  requisitions  contained  in  these  Queries. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 


Third  Day  Afternoon. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  Friends  assembled. 

18.  The  Meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  State 
of  Society,  and  proceeded  therein  as  far  as  the  Eighth 
Query,  inclusive,  under  a  covering  of  quietness  and 
solemnity,  during  which  much  salutary  counsel  was 
presented,  encouraging  us  to  more  fully  maintaining 
the  important  subjects  brought  into  view  in  the  Queries 
under  consideration. 

19.  The  subject  of  Slavery,  in  the  Eighth  Query, 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  Meeting,  and  after  a  time 
of  consideration,  it  was  concluded  to  refer  a  proposi¬ 
tion  to  change  or  abolish  that  Query,  to  the  joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  at  a  former  sitting,  on  subjects  of 
Discipline. 

This  information  was  furnished  to  Women’s  Meeting:. 

Ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning  being  the  time  for 
holding  our  Public  Meetings  for  Divine  Worship,  this 
Meeting  adjourns  to  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Fourth  Day  Afternoon. 

Friends  assembled  near  the  time  adjourned  to. 

20.  The  remaining  Queries  with  their  answers  were 
read,  and  the  following  Summary  was  approved,  as 
nearly  embracing  the  substance  of  those  received  from 
the  Quarterly  Meetings,  representing  the  State  of 
Society  throughout  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Fthst. 

All  of  our  Meetings  for  Worship  and  Discipline  have  been 
held,  except  four  for  Worship  and  one  Preparative  Meet¬ 
ing,  within  the  limits  of  Nottingham  Quarter,  and  the  Mid¬ 
week  Meetings  at  Little  Elk,  within  the  same  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ing.  They  have  been  attended  on  First  Day  mornings  by 
Friends  generally  ;  one  Report  says  well  attended  on  First  Days. 
Mid-week  Meetings  and  those  for  Discipline  have  been  neglected 
by  many  of  t lie  Members;  unbecoming  behavior  therein  mostly 
avoided,  and  the  hour  of  Meeting  nearly  observed  by  most 
Friends. 

Second. 

Friends  generally  appear  to  maintain  love  towards  each 
other,  in  a  good  degree  becoming  our  Christian  profession — .one 
Report  excepts  “  as  manifested  by  the  neglect  of  our  religious 
Meetings.”  Tale-bearing  and  detraction  are  mostly  discouraged, 
and  when  differences  arise,  care  is  taken  to  end  them. 

Third. 

There  appears  to  be  a  concern  on  the  part  of  many  Friends 
to  educate  their  children  and  those  under  their  care  in  plain¬ 
ness  of  speech,  deportment  and  apparel,  to  guard  them  against 
pernicious  reading  and  from  corrupt  conversation,  and  to 
encourage  them  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  but  nearly  all  the 
Reports  acknowledge  that  more  care  in  these  important  particu¬ 
lars  would  be  profitable. 

Fourth. 

Our  testimony  against  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  generally  maintained.  The  unneccessary  frequenting 
of  taverns  is  avoided,  except  one  case,  reported  under  care;  not 
so  clear  of  attending  places  of  diversion.  Moderation  and  Tem¬ 
perance  are  observed  on  most  occasions, 
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Fifth. 

The  necessities  of  the  poor  and  those  requiring  aid,  appear 
to  have  been  inspected  and  relief  afforded. 

Sixth. 

Friends  generally  appear  to  maintain  our  testimony  against 
a  hireling  ministry,  oaths,  military  services,  clandestine  trade, 
prize  goods,  and  lotteries.  One  Report  excepts  some  in¬ 
stances  of  marriages  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  a  paid  minister, 
and  the  payment  by  some  of  a  military  tax;  and  another  Report 
acknowledges  that  greater  care  as  regards  the  deceptive  influ¬ 
ences  of  lotteries  would  be  desirable. 

Seventh. 

Friends  appear  to  be  careful  to  live  within  the  hounds  of 
their  circumstances,  and  to  avoid  involving  themselves  in  business 
beyond  their  ability  to  manage,  generally  just  in  their  dealings, 
and  mostly  punctual  in  complying  with  their  engagements.  Two 
of  the  Reports  say  w7here  there  are  grounds  for  fear  in  these  re¬ 
spects,  care  is  extended. 

Eighth. 

Friends  appear  clear  as  regards  Slavery.  Those  of  the  African 
race  under  their  care  are  provided  for,  and  instructed  in  useful 
learning. 

Ninth. 

Care  is  generally  taken  to  deal  with  known  offenders  season¬ 
ably  and  impartially,  though  one  Report  acknowledges  that  weak¬ 
ness  in  this  respect  is  manifest.  The  spirit  of  meekness  and  love 
appears  to  be  evinced  to  those  who  will  not  be  reclaimed. 

Tenth. 

Sarah  Pusey,  an  Elder,  and  Member  of  East  Nottingham  Par¬ 
ticular  and  Nottingham  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the 
26th  day  of  the  10th  month,  1873,  in  the  90th  year  of  her  age. 

Hannah  H  Kirk,  an  Elder,  and  Member  of  Eastland  Particular 
and  Little  Britain  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  16th 
day  of  11th  month,  1873,  in  the  80th  year  of  her  age. 

Hartt  G.  Coates,  an  Elder  and  Member  of  Eastland  Particular 
and  Little  Britain  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  21st  day 
of  11th  month,  1873,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

Mahlon  Schooley,  an  Elder  and  Member  of  Prairie  Grove 
Particular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  17th  day 
of  1st  month,  1874,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

Mary  E.  Stubbs,  an  Elder  and  Member  of  Little  Britain  Par¬ 
ticular  and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  21st  day  of 
4th  mouth,  1874,  in  the  72d  year  of  her  age. 

Caleb  Way,  an  Elder, and  Member  of  West  Branch  Particular 
and  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  27th  day  of  4th  month, 
1874,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 
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Mary  M.  Pusey,  an  Elder  and  Member  of  Western  District  Par¬ 
ticular  and  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting,  departed  this  life  the  28th 
day  of  7th  month,  1874,  in  the  73rd  of  her  age. 

11th. — Prairie  Grove  answers  an  Indulged  Meeting  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  in  Tama  County,  Iowa,  called  Grand  View,  a  branch  of 
Marietta  Monthly  Meetiug,  and  held  on  1st  days  at  11  o’clock. 
The  other  Quarters  answer  none. 

12th.—  Friends  appear  to  be  generally  careful  to  place  their 
children  for  tuition  under  the  charge  of  suitable  teachers  in  mem¬ 
bership  with  us,  as  far  as  practicable. 

21.  The  Minutes  of  the  Representative  Committee 
for  the  past  year  were  read,  and  its  proceedings  were 
satisfactory. 

These  Minutes  were  handed  to  the  Clerk  of  Women’s 
Meeting. 

22.  The  subject  of  settling  national  differences  by 
arbitration,  was  introduced  by  the  reading  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Representative  Committee,  and  claim¬ 
ing  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting;  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  to  memorialize  the  President  and  Congress  in 
favor  of  such  mode  of  settlement, — 

And  William  Wood,  Samuel  M.  Janney,  Samuel 
Townsend,  William  M.  Way,  David  Ferris,  Isaiah 
Lightner,  and  Gerard  H.  Reese,  were  appointed  to 
take  the  subject  into  consideration  and,  if  way  opens, 
produce  such  memorial  to  a  future  sitting. 

23.  The  Committee  appointed  last  year  to  visit 
Prairie  Grove  and  Blue  River  Quarterly  Meetings  and, 
as  far  as  way  opens,  their  Constituent  Meetings,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  like  Committee  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  on  account  of  their  request  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Yearly  Meeting,  reported  jointly  as  follows: 
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To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  : 

Dear  Friends: 

We,  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  Baltimore  and  Indiana 
Yearly  Meetings  to  visit  Blue  River  and  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly 
Meetings,  and  their  Constituent  Meetings,  as  way  might  open,  on 
their  proposal  for  a  Yearly  Meeting  in  Illinois,  report : 

'  That  we  attended  those  Quarterly  Meetings,  the  Monthly  Meet* 
ings  belonging  to  Prairie  Grove,  and  those  of  Blue  River  which 
are  in  Illinois  (the  two  which  are  in  Indiana  not  being  visited), 
and  after  weightily  considering  the  proposition,  united  in  the 
judgment  that  it  would  be  right  to  establish  a  Yearly  Meeting, 
to  be  composed  of  those  Quarterly  Meetings,  which  we  propose 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  ; 
and  that  it  be  opened  at  Clear  Creek,  Putnam  County,  Illinois,  on 
the  second  Second  day,  preceding  the  last  First  day,  in  the  Ninth 
month,  1875 ;  also  a  Meeting  for  Ministers  and  Elders  on  the 
Seventh  day  previous,  and  a  Meeting  for  worship  on  First  day ; 
all  of  said  Meetings  to  convene  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 

And  we  further  suggest  that  the  Discipline  of  Indiana  Yearly 
Meeting  be  used  by  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  re¬ 
ports  to  the  proposed  new  Yearly  Meeting,  and  by  the  Monthly 
Meetings  reporting  to  that  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  answering  the 
Queries. - 


Signed  the  28th  day  of  6th  Month,  1874,  by — 


William  Williams, 

William  M.  Way, 

Deborah  Hoopes, 

Mary  C.  Cutler, 

Abel  A.  Hull, 

William  John  Thomas, 

Ann  B.  Branson, 

I  attended  most  of  the  Meetings 
above  mentioned,  and  unite  in  the 
Report. 

Chalkley  Gillingham, 

Of  the  Committee  from  Baltimore 
Yearly  Meeting. 


Robert  Hatton, 

Absalom  Mendenhall, 

Di  nail  Furnas, 

Cornelius  Ratliff, 

William  Parry, 

John  Cook, 

Elizabeth  Roberts, 

Elizabeth  G.  Cadwallader, 

■  Elwood  Brown, 

Jonathan  Moore, 

Of  the  Committee  from  Indiana 
Yearly  Meeting. 


which  Report  was  united  with  by  this  Meeting,  Women’s 
Meeting  also  uniting-  therewith  ;  and  a  nominating 
Committee  was  appointed  to  unite  with  a  similar  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Women  Friends,  to  propose  to  a  future  sitting 
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the  names  ot'  suitable  Friends  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  proposed  Yearly  Meeting. 

Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  having  informed  this  Meet¬ 
ing  that  it  has  united  with  the  Report  of  the  joint 
Committee  in  the  establishment  of  the  said  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  has  likewise  appointed  a  Committee  to 
attend  the  opening  of  it. 

The  Meeting  then  adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Fifth  Day  Morning. 

19th  of  the  month  and  5th  of  the  week,  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  Friends  assembled. 

24.  Our  Friends,  Rachel  C.  Rogers  and  Elizabeth  M. 
Matthews,  acceptably  visited  this  Meeting. 

25.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Indian  Concern 
produced  the  following  Report,  which  was  read,  and 
was  approved  by  the  Meeting.  The  Committee  was 
continued,  and  encouraged  to  further  labor  on  behalf  of 
the  Indians  under  our  care. 

They  were  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Meeting  for  the  sum  of  $300.00  to  aid  them  in  the 
work. 

The  Report  was  handed  to  the  Women’s  Meeting. 

It  was  directed  that  this  Report  be  inserted  in 
our  Extracts,  and  that  200  copies  of  it  be  published 
in  pamphlet  form  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Indian  Concern. 


Baltimore,  KM  Month  23, 1874. 


To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  : 

Dear  Friends  : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Indian  Concern  reports: 

That  during  the  past  year  we  have  diligently  attended  to  the 
business  entrusted  to  our  care.  Our  Executive  Committee  has 
visited  Washington  frequently  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
five  Yearly  Meetings  in  correspondence  with  us,  many  interviews 
have  been  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  Committees  of  Congress.  The 
‘officers  of  the  Government  have  uniformly  manifested  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  and  our  solicitations  on  their  behalf 
have  usually  been  successful. 

The  Pawnees,  being  the  tribe  more  immediately  under  the  care 
of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting,  have  claimed  the  especial  attention 
of  this  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  in  Baltimore,  on  the  7th 
of  Third  Month  last,  Chalkley  Gillingham  and  B  Rush  Roberts 
were  appointed  to  visit  the  Pawnee  agency  in  Nebraska.  Sarah 
E.  Wright,  residing  there,  and  employed  as  matron,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Committee,  was  requested  to  co-operate  with  them, 
and  Richard  T.  Bentley,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  six  Yearly  Meetings,  was  gladly  accepted  as  a  volunteer 
member  of  the  delegation. 

They  arrived  on  the  Reservation  the  22d  of  the  6th  month,  and 
remained  until  the  29th ,  during  which  time  they  endeavored  to 
make  themselves  acquainted,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  condi- 
dition  of  affairs  at  the  agency  and  the  wants  of  the  Indians.  In 
their  Report  to  this  Committee  they  express  the  opinion  that  civ¬ 
ilization  is  progressing  slowly  among  the  Pawnees,  but  “  may  be 
looked  upon  as  a  certainty,  if  the  necessary  appliances  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Federal  Government.” 

They  express  regret  that  the  amended  bill  before  Congress  at 
its  last  session,  for  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  Pawnee  Reservation, 
in  order  to  supply  funds  for  the  improvement  of  the  remainder, 
did  not  become  a  law,  and  consequently  the  settlement  of  those 
Indians  on  separate  allotments  of  laud  must  be  postponed  for  at 
least  another  year  While  they  remain  in  their  mud  villages,  but 
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little  can  be  done  for  them  effectually,  as  experience  has  proved. 

Our  visiting  Committee  found  eighty-one  scholars  in  the  Indus¬ 
trial  School.  Many  of  them  are  very  small  and  too  young  to  be 
admitted,  if  older  ones  could  be  obtained  ;  but  they  all  appear  to  be 
well  cared  for,  and  were  making  good  progress  in  learning. 

There  are  two  Day  Schools  ;  one  having  about  forty  pupils  and 
the  other  about  twenty-five,  and  the  children  taught  in  them  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  making  commendable  progress. 

It  was  estimated  that  there  were  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation  in  corn,  beans,  melons,  &c.,  attended  to  princi¬ 
pally  by  squaws,  who  exhibited  much  care  and  industry  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  In  addition  to  the  crops  cultivated  by 
the  squaws,  there  were  on  the  agency  farm  330  acres  in  cultiva¬ 
tion,  of  which  180  acres  were  in  wheat,  and  the  remainder  in 
corn,  oats  and  potatoes. 

There  had  also  been  350  acres  of  the  prairie  sod  broken  for 
next  spring’s  planting.  Most  of  the  work  on  the  agency  farm 
was  done,  under  direction  of  farmers  in  Government  employ, 
by  Indian  laborers,  and  it  was  observed  that  they  worked  with 
alacrity  for  adequate  wages. 

The  flouring  mill  at  the  Agency  has  remained  idle  since  last 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  dam  and  race  having  been  destroyed 
by  a  freshet,  and  no  funds  for  rebuilding  appropriated  by  the 
Government. 

From  a  Report  made  by  Sarah  E.  Wright,  the  matron  at  the 
Fawnee  Agency,  we  extract  some  particulars,  in  order  to  show 
the  nature  of  her  employment  and  its  beneficial  results.  She  had 
a  room  adjoining  the  school-house  near  the  Indian  villages,  where 
she  and  Cosmelia  Janney,  the  teacher  of  Day  School  No.  2,  re¬ 
sided.  To  this  room  women  and  girls  came  from  all  the  bands  of 
the  several  villages,  to  learn  to  make  and  bake  light  bread,  bis¬ 
cuits  and  pies.  The  loaves  of  bread  baked  there  during  the 
winter  and  spring  averaged  about  seventy-five  per  week.  Some 
of  the  women  came  to  assist  in.  making  clothes  for  the  school 
children,  for  which  they  received  compensation,  mostly  in  calico  ; 
and  many  came  with  various  wants  to  be  supplied,  such  as  cloth¬ 
ing  and  food  suitable  for  the  sick  and  infirm,  which  were  sent  out 
by  Friends  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting.  “  These  people,”  she 
says,  “  are  very  fond  of  making  patchwork  bed-quilts.  We  now 
have  upwards  of  twenty  in  different  stages  of  preparation,  and 
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seventy-five  have  been  quilted  under  my  instructions  within  the 
past  year,  most  of  them  neatly  arranged  and  well  made.  They 
all  appear  to  enjoy  coming  here,  and  we  often  have  pleasant 
social  intercourse  together.  The  most  discouraging  feature  of 
this  work,  to  me,  is  the  great  licentiousness  that  prevails.  While 
the  men  are  allowed  a  plurality  of  wives,  and  to  put  them  away 
at  their  own  caprice  or  will  as  they  now  do ;  while  girls  continue 
to  be  thus  sacrificed  in  their  '  early  teens,’  the  tribe  must  degene¬ 
rate  in  strength  and  dwindle  in  numbers ;  and  while  they  live  in 
lodges  huddled  together  like  swine,  improvement  in  these  re¬ 
spects,  if  any,  will  be  slow.  I  believe  there  are  many  women 
amongst  this  people  who  would  make  improved  mothers  and 
notable  housekeepers,  if  they  were  brought  out  of  this  land  of 
Egypt  and  properly  encouraged.” 

The  Pawnees  are  divided  into  four  bands  and  this  picture  of 
degradation  is  applicable  to  three  of  them,  near  whose  villages 
the  matron  lived.  The  other  band,  called  Skeedees,  are  in  a 
better  condition,  and  have  made  more  progress  in  civilization. 

Since  the  date  of  our  visiting  Committee’s  Report,  the  migra¬ 
tory  grasshoppers  have  visited  the  Pawnee  Reservation,  and 
totally  destroyed  the  corn  and  other  vegetables  on  which  the 
Indians  mainly  depended  for  subsistance.  The  buffalo  hunt  had 
been  forbidden  to  them  by  the  Government,  but  a  few  of  the 
hunters  went  out  and  returned  without  meat  or  robes.  There 
being  no  adequate  means  in  the  agent’s  possession  to  feed  the  In¬ 
dians,  they  became  discouraged,  and  some  of  them  almost  despe¬ 
rate.  In  their  destitute  condition  they  became  more  determined 
to  seek  for  a  home  in  the  Indian  Territory,  towards  which  some 
of  them  had  been  looking  for  a  year  past. 

In  the  autumn  of  last  year  about  thirty  lodges,  numbering  prob¬ 
ably  400  Indians,  of  the  Kit-ka-hocts  band,  visited  the  Wichata 
Agency  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  meeting  with  a  friendly 
reception,  have  remained  there.  The  leader  of  this  party,  a  sol¬ 
dier  at  home,  has  been  received  and  recognized  as  a  chief  of  the 
tribe,  and  a  delegate  in  theGreat  Council  of  the  tribes  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  An  invitation  has  been  extended  by  that  Council  to 
all  the  Pawnees  to  remove  and  settle  there.  This  invitation,  to¬ 
gether  with  reports  spread  among  them,  representing  it  as  a  mild 
climate  and  a  fruitful  land,  with  plenty  of  game,  lias  so  influ¬ 
enced  the  minds  of  the  destitute  Pawnees,  that  they  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  remove  thither  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  the  Pawnee  Agency  on  the  8th  day  of  this 
month,  by  B.  Rush  Roberts,  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Barclay  White,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  William 
Burgess,  United  States  Indian  Agent,  with  the  chiefs  and  head 
men  of  the  Pawnee  tribe  of  Indians,  it  was  determined,  as  the 
unanimous  desire  of  the  tribe,  that  the  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  be  requested  to  sell  at  the  earliest  possible  period  the 
Pawnee  Reservation  with  the  improvements  thereon  ;  and  that 
the  Department  be  requested  to  set  apart,  from  the  unoccupied 
country  in  the  Indian  Territory,  a  reservation  of  about  300  square 
miles  of  land,  suitable  for  a  home  for  the  Pawnee  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  said  land  to  be  alloted  in  severalty,  160  acres  to  each  head  of 
a  family  and  80  acres  to  each  unmarried  person  over  eighteen 
years  of  age.  In  order  to  select  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory,  the  Pawnees  in  council  appointed  ten  men  from  each  band, 
making  forty  men,  who,  with  their  families,  are  to  proceed  forth¬ 
with  to  that  Territory,  and  to  act  in  conjunction  with  such  officers 
as  the  Commissioner  of  Indians  Affairs  may  appoint.  A  larger 
number  will  follow  them  as  soon  as  permission  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Indian  Department.  They  ask  the  privilege  of  joining 
their  relatives,  the  Wichetas,  in  a  buffalo  hunt,  and  they  engage 
that  they  will  then  go  on  their  proposed  new  Reservation  to 
build  houses,  and  prepare  the  ground  for  planting  in  the  spring. 
In  the  meantime  they  propose  to  leave  in  Nebraska  their  old  and 
infirm  people,  and  the  children  in  the  Manual  Labor  School,  under 
the  care  of  the  United  States  Agent,  until  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  their  removal. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Committee,  held  on  the  13th  of  the  9th 
month,  information  was  received  from  Superintendent  White  in 
relation  to  the  apparent  determination  of  the  Pawnees  to  leave  their 
Reservation  and  remove  to  the  Indian  Territory.  After  deliberate 
consideration,  the  Committee  concluded  that  it  would  be  best 
to  throw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  their  removal  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  the  Executive  Committee  was  requested  to  extend 
all  the  care  and  attention  that  may  seem  right  to  protect  their  in¬ 
terests,  and  to  provide  means,  if  possible,  for  their  support,  from 
their  own  funds,  or  from  what  may  properly  be  obtained  from  the 
Government. 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions  some  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  called  on  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
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Affairs,  and  represented  to  him  the  destitute  condition  of  the 
Pawnees,  He  promptly  acceded  to  our  request  by  sending  them 
temporary  relief,  and  promised  to  provide  for  their  subsistence  as 
far  as  he  had  means  applicable  to  that  purpose. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Pawnees  will  soon  be  removed  aud 
settled  within  the  limits  of  the  Central  Superintendency,  when 
our  guardianship  over  them  will  cease.  We  feel  assured  that  the 
Friends  to  whose  care  they  will  be  entrusted,  will  extend  to  them 
a  helping  hand  and  earnestly  endeavor  to  promote  their  welfare. 

A  brief  notice  of  the  other  Indian  tribes  in  the  Northern 
Superintendency,  under  the  care  of  Yearly  Meetings  in  corres¬ 
pondence  with  us,  is  here  subjoined. 

By  accounts  received  from  Superintendent  White  it  appears 
that  the  Santee  Sioux,  the  Winnebagoes,  the  Omalias,  the  Iowas 
and  the  Otoes  have  increased  the  area  of  land  under  cultivation, 
that  they  have  generally  manifested  a  willingness  to  labor  when 
encouraged  by  a  prospect  of  adequate  compensation,  and  that 
they  had  in  the  summer  the  promise  of  an  abundant  crop  of  corn. 
This  promise  has  been  realized  by  the  Winnebagoes  and  Omahas, 
but  the  Santees  and  Otoes  have  had  their  crops  of  corn  and  gar¬ 
den  vegetables  totally  destroyed  by  the  migratory  grasshoppers, 
and  the  Iowas  have  been  subjected  to  great  damage  by  the  same 
cause. 

It  is  believed  that  the  appropriations  made  for  the  Santees  and 
Otoes  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  will  enable  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  supply  them  with  a  sufficiency  of  food. 
At  the  Santee  and  Winnebago  Agencies  Industrial  Boarding 
Schools  have  recently  been  established,  and  an  appropriation  was 
made  by  Congress  for  an  institution  of  the  same  class  at  the  Otoe 
Agency. 

The  Indians  throughout  the  Northern  Superintendency  have 
been  generally  clear  of  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  have, 
during  the  past  year,  been  orderly  aud  peaceable. 

We  feel  assured  that  in  all  the  tribes  progress  in  civilization 
has  been  made,  and  that  the  improvement  has  been  greatest  where 
adequate  funds  have  been  supplied. 

By  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  several  Indian  Aid  Associa¬ 
tions  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting,  we  find  that  during  the  past 
year  contributions  to  the  amount  of  $133.18  have  been  received 
and  disbursed  in  payment  of  freights,  clothing,  and  food  for  the 
sick,  &c. 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  Indian  Fund  reports  receipts  for  the  past 
year  of  $598.12,  which,  with  the  balance  on  hand  from  last  year 
of  $232.07,  amounts  to  $830.19,  and  expenditures  in  the  Indian  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  same  period  of  $095.37,  leaving  a  balance  of  $134.82. 

We  respectfully  ask  an  appropriation  of  $300.00  for  the  use  of 
the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  by — 

SAMUEL  M.  JANNEY, 

B.  RUSH  ROBERTS. 
RICHARD  T.  BENTLEY, 
REBECCA  TURNER, 
LYDIA  C.  STABLER. 

26.  The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to 
propose  the  names  of  Friends  for  members  of  the  Kepre- 
sentative  Committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  ensuing 
year,  produced  the  following,  which  were  approved  by 
the  Meeting,  and  the  Friends  named  were  appointed  to 
the  service  : 

The  Committee  appointed  during  the  afternoon  session  of 
Second  day,  to  propose  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  names  of 
Friends  to  constitute  the  Representative  Committee  for  the  ensu¬ 
ing  year,  propose  the  following  Friends  to  fill  that  position: 


Edward  Thomas, 

Levi  Price, 

Thomas  H.  Matthews, 

Gerard  H.  Reese, 

John  Needles, 

Israel  Tennis, 

William  Way, 

David  W.  Branson, 

Joshua  Russell, 

Thomas  Kemp, 

Samuel  M.  Janney, 

Thomas  Russell, 

William  B.  Steer, 

,  William  M.  Way, 

Abel  A.  Hull, 

David  Phillips, 

Benjamin  R.  Roberts, 

Wm.  C.  Haviland, 

Theodore  Hibberd, 

Clialkley  Gillingham, 

Richard  T.  Bentley, 

Henry  Janney, 

Samuel  Townsend, 

Henry  Iddings, 

William  Wood, 

Richard  P.  Thomas, 

Joseph  Matthews, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Shepherd  Wood, 

Joseph  Nichols, 

Elkanah  Fawcett, 

James  M.  Walker, 
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Daniel  Walker, 
Richard  H.  Townsend, 
David  Pyle, 

William  Holmes, 
Robert  F.  Roberts, 
Cyrus  S.  Griest, 
William  P.  Lewin, 
Henry  T.  Gover, 
Edwin  Blackburn, 

Levi  K.  Brown, 

David  Ferris, 


Benjamin  H.  Walker, 
Thomas  W.  Moore, 

Wm.  J.  Preston, 

Bernard  Taylor, 

Ckas.  L.  Hollingsworth, 
Isaiah  Lightuer, 

Caleb  Russell, 

Joseph  M.  Spencer, 

Albert  Hoopes, 

Wm.  Warner, 

Wm.  Hoge. 
of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  Townsend, 


Signed  by  direction  and  on  benalf 


These  names  of  Men  Friends  appointed  members  of 
the  Representative  Committee  were  handed  to  the 
Clerk  of  Women’s  Meeting. 

A  copy  of  this  Report  and  Minute  is  directed  to  be 
furnished  to  the  Representative  Committee. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  Women  Friends  appointed 
members  of  the  Representative  Committee  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  their  Meeting  and  read  herein. 

27.  The  Standing  Committee  having  charge  of  the 
investment  of  the  Fair  Hill  Fund,  made  the  following 
Report,  which  was  satisfactory,  viz : 

To  tlee  Yearly  Meeting  now  sitting  : 

The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  Fair  Hill  Fund  Report : 

That  there  has  been  received  by  our  Treasurer  the  past  year 
the  sum  of  $1166.79,  and  pafd  out  upon  orders  of  the  Disbursing 
Committee  $1265.56;  taxes,  $17.71,  making  $1283.27.  The  over¬ 
plus  being  paid  from  the  accumulated  interest  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer. 

The  benefit  of  this  Fund  appears  to  be  distributed  throughout 
our  Yearly  Meeting.  THOS.  Y.  CANBY, 

THOS.  H.  MATTHEWS, 
RICHARD  T.  BENTLEY, 

Baltimore,  10th  Month  29th,  1874.  GERARD  H.  REESE. 
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28.  The  Standing  Committee  to  disburse  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  Fair  Hill  Fund  for  the  purposes  of  School 
Education  reported  as  follows,  which  was  united  with 
by  the  Meeting,  viz  : 

The  Standing  Committee  to  disburse  the  interest  of  the  Fair 
Hill  Fund  for  the  purposes  of  School  Education  report: 

That  during  the  past  year  we  have  expended  $1265.56  for  edu¬ 
cational  purposes  within  the  limits  of  our  several  Quarterly 
Meetings.  Eleven  schools  have  received  aid,  nine  of  which  were 
originally  opened  by  the  help  of  this  Fund.  Private  individuals 
in  a  few  cases  have  been  assisted  in  preparing  themselves  for 
teaching  ;  in  one  case  a  part  of  the  money  will  be  refunded.  We 
believe  that  in  this  way  much  good  may  result  from  the  Fund. 
One  individual,  who  is  now  successfully  teaching,  has  refunded 
$75.00  since  our  last  report. 

DEBORAH  HOOPES,  . 

E.  ELLEN  RILEY, 

MARIA  E.  TYSON, 
LYDIA  C.  STABLER, 
WILLIAM  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM  WOOD, 

EDWIN  BLACKBURN, 
WILLIAM  M.  WAY, 

Baltimore,  10 th  Month  29 th,  1874. 

These  Reports  on  the  Fair  Hill  Fund  were  handed  to 
Women’s  Meeting. 

19.  Gerard  H.  Reese,  209  West  Pratt  Street,  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland  ; 

William  Wood,  334  West  Lombard  Street,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  were  appointed  Correspondents  for  this 
Meeting. 

Then  adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 
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Fifth  Day  Afternoon. 

Friends  assembled  near  the  time  adjourned  to. 

30.  A  memorial  of  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting,  and 
read  in  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  concerning  our 
deceased  Friend,  Martha  E.  Tyson,  was  received  from 
the  Representative  Committee.  It  was  read  in  this 
Meeting  and  handed  to  the  Clerk  of  Women’s  Meeting, 
and  directed  to  be  l’eturned  to  the  Representative  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Recording. 

31.  The  Friends  named  at  a  former  sitting  to  examine 
and  settle  the  Treasurer’s  account,  consider  the  subject 
contained  in  the  Report  from  Prairie  Grove  Quarter, 
re-adjust  the  quotas  of  the  several  Quarterly  Meetings 
and  propose  a  Friend  for  Treasurer,  reported  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  viz : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting  now  sitting  : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to  examine  and 
adjust  the  Treasurer’s  account,  &c.,  having  nearly  all  met  and  con¬ 
sidered  the  several  subjects  referred  to  them,  have  agreed  to  report 
that  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  appear  to  be  correct,  and  are 
as  follows : 


Balance  on  hand  10th  Month,  1873 . $  359  02 

Received  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings .  1,769  00 

“  “  Sale  of  Indian  Spring  property .  100  00 


$2,228  02 


Aiu  ior  jriiuuug . .  . $^0*  at 

“  “  use  of  Indian  Committee .  300  00 

“  “  Iusurance, repairs  to  Meeting  House, &c  51  00 

“  by  Reception  Committee .  287  83 

“  travelling  expenses  of  Committee  to  Blue 
River  and  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ings,  &c . .  560  00 

“  expense  of  Title  Papers,  &c.,  on  account  of 

sale  of  Indian  Spring  property .  23  54 

“  for  Committee  making  effort  with  State  Leg- 

islatures  to  abolish  capital  punishment. . .  62  00  $1,521  64 


Balance  on  hand  10th  Month  28th,  1874 .  $700  38 
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All  the  quotas  have  been  paid  by  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  except 
$31  due  by  Warrington  Quarter. 

W e  are  of  the  judgment,  that  the  quota  of  Prairie  Grove  for  the 
past  year,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  ought  not  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  that  Meeting. 

We  estimate  there  will  be  needed  for  the  use  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  the  sum  of  $950.00,  of  which  we  propose  that 

Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting  shall  pay  40  per  cent. 
Nottingham  “  “  “  “  20  “  “ 

Fairfax  “  “  “  “  25  “  “ 

Centre  “  “  “  “  6  “  “ 

Warrington  “  “  “  “  9  “  “ 

For  Treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  ensuing  year,  we  sug¬ 
gest  the  name  of  Richard  H.  Townsend. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WM.  W.  MOORE, 
MONTILLION  BROWN. 

10 th  Month  28f h,  1874. 

The  Report  was  accepted  by  the  Meeting,  and  Richard 
H.  Townsend,  therein  named,  was  appointed  Treasurer, 
to  whom  our  Quarterly  Meetings  were  directed  to  for¬ 
ward  their  quotas  of  the  sum  of  $950.00  as  early  as  con¬ 
venient. 

32.  The  Friends  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  embody  some  of  the  exercises  of  the  Meeting, 
produced  the  following  Minute,  which  was  satisfactory 
to  the  Meeting,  and  was  directed  to  be  inserted  in  our 
printed  extracts,  as  follows : 

On  entering  into  a  consideration  of  the  state  of  society,  a  lively 
interest  was  aroused  in  the  minds  of  many  Friends,  as  to  the  im¬ 
portant  testimonies  we  have  been  called  on  to  bear  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  cause  of  Truth.  Foremost  and  most  important  of  all 
things  is  the  nature  of  true  worship,  and  the  necessity  of  bringing 
the  soul  into  that  condition  where  it  may  be  acted  on  by  the  Spirit 
of  God.  For  hath  He  not  said  of  old,  “  Be  still,  and  know  that  I 
am  God  ;  ”  evidently  implying  that  it  is  not  by  the  exercise  of  our 
intellectual  faculties  that  a  knowledge  of  Him  is  to  be  obtained, 
but  that  when  we  settle  into  a  state  of  reverent  quietness,  He  will 
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graciously  make  Himself  known  to  us,  by  the  [impressions  then 
made  upon  our  minds.  Hence  it  is  that  we  do  not  regard  vocal 
ministry  a  necessity  in  social  worship.  For  if  the  mind  be  stayed 
on  God,  He  hath  promised,  through  His  Son,  that  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  His  name,  there  He  will  be  in  the 
midst.  A  fear  was  expressed  that  our  members  were  losing  sight 
of  this  cardinal  principle  of  our  society,  and  were  looking  too 
much  to  an  instrumental  ministry  for  that  instruction  in  righteous¬ 
ness,  which  can  only  come  from  this  Divine  source.  The  testi¬ 
mony  of  Robert  Barclay  was  revived  in  our  hearing,  where  he 
said,  “  When  I  came  into  the  silent  assemblies  of  God’s  people  I 
felt  a  secret  power  that  touched  my  heart,  and  when  I  gave  way 
to  it,  I  felt  the  evil  in  me  weakened  and  the  good  raised  up.”  We 
are  so  constituted  that  we  sympathize  with  each  other,  and  know 
by  experience  that  there  are  times  when  the  overshadowing  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  so  covers  our  minds  that  we  are  baptized  into  one 
spirit,  the  holy  oil  flowing  from  vessel  to  vessel  until  all  are  filled. 

Closely  connected  and  intimately  blended  with  love  to  God,  is 
that  of  love  for  one  another,  and  we  were  reminded  that  unless  we 
have  love  for  our  brother  whom  we  have  seen,  it  were  in  vain  to 
bring  our  offers  of  sacrifice  to  that  God  whom  we  have  not  seen, 
for  He  hath  said  we  must  first  be  reconciled  to  our  brother,  and 
then  our  offering  would  be  accepted.  This  badge  of  Christian 
discipleship,  once  so  prominent  in  our  society,  must  be  preserved 
if  we  hope  to  remain  a  living  organization.  Under  this  influence 
the  Meeting  was  clothed  with  a  deep  feeling  of  baptism  for  the 
many  sufferings  entailed  on  our  race,  by  an  indulgence  in  those 
intoxicants  that  mar  the  temples  of  the  living  God.  A  departure 
from  the  plain  way  of  living  hath  engendered  a  variety  of  diseases 
of  the  body,  which  create  a  desire  for  stimulants  or  narcotics  to 
allay  the  feelings  of  uneasiness  they  produce,  and  thus  men  are  led 
to  indulge  in  the  wine-cup  or,  in  the  use  of  tobacco,  or  other 
noxious  stimulants,  until  the  system  becomes  poisoned  by  their 
use.  We  were  feelingly  advised  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  these, 
and  many  valuable  friends  gave  us  a  knowledge  of  their  expe¬ 
rience  as  to  their  deleterious  effects.  W e  greatly  fear  that  the  use 
of  one  leads  to  a  desire  for  the  use  of  the  other,  and  consider  an 
abstinence  from  them  all,  as  the  safer  course  for  all  to  pursue. 

The  answers  to  the  queries  showed  that  our  ancient  love  for 
simplicity  of  attire  and  plainness  of  speech  was  becoming  cold, 
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and  awakened  a  feeling  of  regret  in  tbe  minds  ofmany  that  such 
should  be  the  case.  But  we  were  advised  to  remember  that  obe¬ 
dience  to  God  is  the  foundation  on  which  this  testimony  rests,  and 
that  too  much  reliance  on  an  outward  garb  sometimes  lays  the 
foundation  for  that  hypocrisy  which  is  so  offensive  in  His  sight. 
While  plainness  and  simplicity  are  Christian  virtues,  there  is  no 
prescribed  form  of  apparel  that  should  destroy  our  Christian  lib¬ 
erty,  but  the  mind  that  is  stayed  on  God,  will  come  out  from  under 
the  influence  of  those  vain  and  foolish  fashions  and  customs  that 
make  each  generation  so  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  those  succeed¬ 
ing  it. 

In  dealing  with  offenders  we  were  reminded  of  the  efficacy  of 
extending  a  timely  care,  to  those  whose  conduct  evinced  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  depart  from  the  straight  and  narrow  way,  as  an  interest 
manifested  by  concerned  friends  often  produces  better  results  than 
other  modes  of  treatment.  A  caution  was  also  extended  to  our 
members  to  be  careful  how  they  joined  in  with  others  in  fairs,  and 
other  kinds  of  amusement,  lest  their  hands  be  weakened  and  their 
influence  with  the  rising  generation  impaired. 

The  frequent  perusal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  directed  in  our 
Book  of  Discipline,  was  earnestly  recommended,  and  we  were 
cautioned  in  regard  to  this  important  matter,  to  avoid  both  right- 
hand  errors  and  left-hand  errors.  We  believe  that,  as  a  religious 
society,  we  give  to  the  sacred  records  the  place  assigned  them  by 
the  writers  of  the  New  Testament,  neither  exalting  them  as  the 
only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  nor  calling  in  question  their 
authenticity  and  divine  authority.  They  may  properly  receive 
the  inscription  placed  on  a  sun-dial,  “  Nothing  without  light.” 
When  they  are  read  under  the  enlightening  influence  of  Divine 
Grace,  they  are  profitable  “for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correc¬ 
tion,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be 
perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.” 

We  still  continue  deeply  interested  in  the  Indian  concern.  Our 
Committee  has  produced  a  satisfactory  report  and  is  continued. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  company  of  several  Friends 
from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  who  have  joined  feelingly  with  us  in 
the  exercises  of  the  meeting,  whose  living  testimonies  have,  we 
hope  and  believe,  stirred  up  anew  earnest  desires  for  a  better  life 
and  closer  adherence  to  purity  and  truth. 
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33.  The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to 
prepare  Epistles  to  the  several  Yearly  Meetings  with 
which  we  correspond,  produced  one  embodying  the 
Minute  of  Exercises  of  the  Meeting,  which  was 
read  and  approved,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the 
Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Yearly  Meetings  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Genesee, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana  respectively. 

34.  The  Correspondents  of  this  Meeting  were  di¬ 
rected  to  add  to  these  Epistles  to  other  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  a  paragraph  informing  them  of  the  establishment 
of  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting. 

35.  The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  on 
Subjects  of  Discipline,  made  a  Report,  which,  after  con¬ 
sideration,  was  referred  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  next 
year. 

36.  The  Joint  Committee  appointed  at  this  morn¬ 
ing’s  sitting  to  nominate  suitable  Friends  to  attend  the 
opening  of  the  proposed  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting  in  9th 
month  next,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  Committee 
which  has  been  appointed  by  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting, 
proposed  Samuel  M.  Janney,  Rebecca  Price,  David 
Pyle,  James  M.  Walker,  Eliza  H.  Walker,  and  Mary  C. 
Blackburn,  for  that  service,  which  was  united  with 
and  they  were  directed  to  report  of  their  care  to  this 
Meeting  next  year. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  furnish  Indiana  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing  and  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting  with  this  in¬ 
formation. 

37.  The  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  sitting  to 
prepare  a  Memorial  to  the  President  and  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  international  arbitration,  produced  the 
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following,  which  was  approved  and  directed  to  be 
signed  by  the  Clerks  on  behalf  of  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Meeting,  and  returned  to  the  Representative  Committee, 
to  have  the  care  of  presenting  it  to  the  President  and 
Congress  at  a  proper  time. 

MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  on  Lombard 
Street,  Baltimore,  for  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary¬ 
land,  AND  ADJACENT  PARTS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  AND  VIR¬ 
GINIA,  Tenth  Month,  1874. 

To  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

The  religious  Society  of  Friends  having  always  felt  a  deep  in¬ 
terest  in  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good-will  among  men,  have 
noticed  with  great  satisfaction  the  recent  movement  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  favor  of  settling  national  differences  by  ar¬ 
bitration  instead  of  resorting  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  war. 

This  movement  having  also  been  inaugurated  in  the  British 
Parliament  and  some  other  Governments  of  Europe,  leads  us  to 
hope  that  in  the  ordering  of  Divine  Providence  the  great  calami¬ 
ties  attendant  on  the  practice  of  war  may  be  averted. 

We  therefore  respectfully  ask  that  such  measures  may  be 
adopted  by  Congress  as  will  promote  this  beneficent  purpose. 

38.  The  Clerks  were  directed  to  have  2500  copies 
of  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  our  proceedings,  to¬ 
gether  with  those  of  Women’s  Friends,  the  Epistles  from 
other  Yearly  Meetings,  and  the  Memorial  concerning 
Martha  E.  Tyson,  printed  for  distribution  among  our 
members ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  have  them 
forwarded  by  mail  or  otherwise  to  the  Correspondent 
of  each  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  as  early  as  practi¬ 
cable. 

39.  Edward  Stabler,  Jr.,  Edwin  Blackburn  and  T. 
Burling  Hull  were  appointed  to  assist  the  Clerks  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  extracts  for  the  printer. 
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The  name  of  William  Hoge  was  given  to  the  Meeting 
as  Correspondent  for  Fairfax  Quarterly  Meeting — 
Post-office  :  Lincoln,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia. 

40.  During  the  several  sittings  of  this  Meeting,  a 
comforting  evidence  of  Divine  favor  has  been  felt  to 
prevail  ov-er  us.  We  have  been  enabled  to  transact  the 
important  business  which  has  claimed  our  deliberations, 
in  harmony  and  brotherly  condescension.  Grateful  for 
this  measure  of  the  Father’s  love,  we  affectionately 
take  leave  of  each  other,  to  meet  again  at  the  usual 
time  next  year,  if  so  permitted. 


APPENDIX. 


Containing-  Epistles,  Memorial,  and  Cor¬ 
respondents. 


From  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  BY  ADJOURNMENTS,  FROM  THE  llTH  DAY  OF  THE 

Fifth  Month  to  the  15th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1874. 
To  the  next  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  : 

Dear  Friends:— la  true  Christian  fellowship  and  with  the  de¬ 
sire  that  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  may  be  strengthened 
in  the  performance  of  their  religious  duties,  we  again  address  you. 

We  have  received  epistles  from  all  the  Meetings  with  which  we 
correspond,  and  have  been  refreshed  thereby  and  encouraged  in 
the  belief,  that  our  Heavenly  Father  is  not  unmindful  of  those  who 
desire  to  serve  Him,  but  He  will  give  unto  them  that  abiding  faith 
which  will  be  as  an  anchor  to  the  soul.  Oh  !  that  we  may  strive 
to  keep  in  a  state  of  humility  and  abasement  of  self,  and  endeavor 
after  a  closer  walk  with  God. 

In  reviewing  the  condition  of  society  as  presented  in  the  ans¬ 
wers  to  the  Queries,  this  Meeting  was  dipped  into  exercise  and 
much  excellent  counsel  was  given. 

Notwithstanding  there  appeared  to  be  deficiencies  amongst  us, 
we  were  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  the  same  Divine  Power  that 
was  with  our  fathers  continues  to  bless  us,  and  from  t lie  interest 
manifested  by  both  old  and  young  who  have  been  in  attendance 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Meeting,  and  from  other  evidences,  we 
are  cheered  in  the  belief  that  the  Society  of  Friends  as  an  or¬ 
ganized  body  is  not  likely  to  lose  its  identity,  and  that  its  great 
fundamental  doctrine,  “  The  light  of  Christ  in  the  Conscience,”  is 
becoming  better  understood  aud  more  fully  appreciated  by  other 
religious  professors. 
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But  it  becomes  us  to  be  watchful,  lest  we  go  back  to  the  “  beg¬ 
garly  elements,”  and  suffer  the  letter  to  take  the  place  of  the  spirit. 
Friends  were  earnestly  appealed  to  not  to  neglect  any  of  our  re¬ 
ligious  Meetings,  and  especially  those  held  near  the  middle  of  the 
week.  Lively  testimonies  were  borne  by  many  that  they  had  ever 
found  them  seasons  of  spiritual  refreshment. 

We  were  reminded  that  all  the  good  we  receive  comes  from 
God,  and  that  we  are  entirely  dependent  on  His  mercies,  and  that  it 
is  our  imperative  duty  to  make  some  open  public  manifestation  of 
our  allegiance  to  Him,  even  though  it  may  be  attended  with  a 
seeming  sacrifice,  for  the  continuance  of  the  Society,  as  such,  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  keeping  up  of  our  religious  Meetings. 

Much  concern  was  expressed  that  our  children  should  be  brought 
up  in  the  fear  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  believing  that  the  re¬ 
straining  influence  of  Divine  Love  is  able  to  keep  them  from  all 
harm.  And  those  who  hold  the  position  of  heads  of  families  were 
encouraged  to  continually  seek  for  Divine  aid,  to  enable  them  to 
faithfully  discharge  the  responsible  duties  which  devolve  upon 
them.  It  was  recommended  as  a  good  practice  for  families  to 
frequently  gather  together  and  read  the  “  Scriptures  of  Truth  ” 
and  other  instructive  books,  endeavoring  to  do  so  under  that  in¬ 
fluence  which  can  alone  give  a  right  understanding  of  them.  Tale¬ 
bearing  and  detraction  are  the  avenues  through  which  weakness 
enters  our  fold ;  we  were  afresh  impressed  with  the  need  of  keep¬ 
ing  watch  over  our  thoughts  and  words,  that  we  may  be  our 
brother’s  keeper  in  withholding  everything  that  would  in  anyway 
wound  or  injure  his  reputation,  bearing  in  mind  the  test  —  would 
I  have  him  do  thus  towards  me.  Our  testimony  against  the  use 
of  intoxicating  drinks  largely  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Meet¬ 
ing  and  the  answers  to  the  Query  upon  that  subject,  and  the  deep 
interest  manifested  by  those  assembled  affords  encouragement  to 
believe  we  are  earnestly  engaged  to  fulfil  our  duty  in  this  respect. 

Young  men  when  about  to  enter  into  business  need  the  counsel 
and  encouragement  of  their  elder  friends  who  have  passed  through 
the  trials  and  experience  of  a  business  life.  An  earnest  desire  was 
felt  that  those  who  have  been  blessed  with  an  abundance,  may  be 
willing  to  aid  these  by  their  advice  and  care,  and  if  need  be,  pecu¬ 
niary  assistance.  Testimonies  were  borne  to  the  value  of  sym¬ 
pathy  thus  extended,  and  which  had  been  more  useful  to  the  re¬ 
cipient  than  pecuniary  aid. 
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The  testimonies  of  Truth,  as  professed  by  us,  were  severally  in¬ 
troduced  and  claimed  the  solid  consideration  of  the  Meeting,  and 
Friends  were  encouraged  to  faithfulness  therein. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs  was  received, 
showing  that  much  labor  had  been  expended  in  rendering  such 
counsel  and  care  to  these  people  as  was  deemed  best,  and  the 
services  of  the  Committee  met  the  approval  of  the  Meeting. 

The  Education  Committee  of  this  Yearly  Meeting  made  an  in¬ 
teresting  Report,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  send  our  children  to 
schools  under  the  care  of  Friends,  where  strict  moral  training  and 
liberal  intellectual  culture  are  combined,  that  there  may  go  forth 
men  and  women  well  educated,  and  so  well  fortified  with  right 
principles,  that  the  allurements  of  wealth  or  false  standards  of 
honor,  shall  not  tempt  them  from  the  path  of  duty. 

With  salutations  of  love,  we  remain  your  Friends. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

BENJAMIN  G.  FOULKE,  Clerk. 


From  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  of  New  York, 
HELD  BY  ADJOURNMENTS  FROM  25TH  OF  FlFTH  MONTH  TO 
THE  29th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1874. 

To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends ,  to  he  held  in  Tenth 
Month  next. 

Dear  Friends  : 

Your  Epistle  of  10th  month  last  was  received  and  read  in  this 
Meeting,  to  our  satisfaction  and  encouragement,  and,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  has  furnished  evidence  that  the  feeling  of  brotherly  love 
which  united  and  kept  together  our  predecessors  in  the  promul¬ 
gation  of  great  truths,  without  the  aid  or  adoption  of  creeds  or 
confessions  of  faith,  is  still  felt  to  bind  us  together  in  Christian 
fellowship. 

We  feel  that  it  is  important  that  we  so  live,  as  to  witness  more 
fully  the  cementing  influence  of  this  holy  fellowship. 

A  concern  has  pervaded  our  minds,  that  we  may  adhere  more 
closely  to  the  fundamental  doctrine  promulgated  by  the  early 
founders  of  our  Society,  as  enunciated  by  one  of  the  Prophets, 
“  that  God  had  come  to  teach  IBs  people  Himself,”  implanting  in 
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the  hearts  of  all  a  Divine  law  for  their  government,  which,  if  ac¬ 
cepted  and  obeyed,  will  lead  us  onward  in  the  path  of  safety,  and 
in  the  fulfilment  of  our  several  duties  and  obligations. 

In  reviewing  the  State  of  Society,  as  presented  in  the  accounts 
received  from  our  several  Quarterly  Meetings,  we  have  been  re- 
newedly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  greater  individual  faith¬ 
fulness  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  that  the  teachings  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  may  require  of  us;  that  we  may  not  only  secure 
our  own  happiness,  but  also  contribute  by  our  efforts  and  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  furtherance  of  testimonies  that  are  deemed  essential 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  human  family. 

As  an  acknowledgment  of  love  to  God  above  all,  we  have  been 
feelingly  and  earnestly  admonished  to  greater  individual  concern 
in  the  attendance  of  all  our  religious  Meetings ;  not  only  those 
held  on  First  Days,  but  those  also  held  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
which  are  reported  to  be  more  especially  neglected.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  such  omission  is  frequently  the  result  of  too  eager  a 
pursuit  after  the  perishable  things  of  time.  How  important,  con¬ 
sidering  the  uncertainty  of  our  stay  here,  “  that  we  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God,”  having  faith  to  believe  that  all  needed  bless¬ 
ing  will  then  be  added. 

The  reports  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  represent  that  we 
are  in  a  good  degree  of  clearness  from  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  which  was  cause  of  thankfulness,  and  Friends  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  persevere  in  endeavoring  to  wholly  free  themselves 
from  any  participation  in  this  great  evil.  But  the  Meeting  was 
dipped  into  deep  feeling  and  exercise  on  account  of  the  alarming 
spread  of  Intemperance  in  the  land.  The  suffering,  misery  and 
crime  which  are  attendant  upon,  and  follow  in  the  train  of  this 
evil,  were  vividly  portrayed  before  us,  and  it  was  stated  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  efforts  which  have  been  and  are  now  being 
made  to  stay  its  course,  it  is  still  on  the  increase,  and  the  inquiry 
was  raised :  “  What  shall  we  do  ?  ”  Whilst  we  may  not  take 
part  in  the  various  public  demonstrations  that  others  may  deem 
essential  for  the  suppression  of  this  desolating  evil,  we  can,  by 
proper  efforts  and  a  consistent  example,  aid  in  staying  its  course. 
Let  us  do  what  we  can  in  this  way  under  right  direction,  ever 
bearing  in  remembrance,  that  there  now  are,  as  there  were  hereto¬ 
fore,  evil  spirits,  that  can  only  be  cast  out  by  prayer  and  fasting. 

Friends  were  feelingly  appealed  to,  to  abstain  from  the  use  of 
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Tobacco.  Several  Friends  were  enabled  to  speak  from  tlielr  own 
experience  of  the  injury  they  had  sustained  from  its  use,  and  they 
desired  to  guard  others  from  like  sufferings. 

We  were  feelingly  invited  not  to  lose  sight  of  our  testimony  in 
regard  to  the  plainness  and  simplicity  of  language  that  was  prac¬ 
tised  by  our  fathers  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Society.  It  was  be¬ 
lieved  that  it  would  prove  in  some  degree  a  hedge  about  the 
youth,  to  guard  them  from  some  of  the  temptations  that  often 
beset  the  path  of  the  young. 

But  a  concern  was  felt  that  parents  may  lay  to  heart  the  great 
importance  of  a  religious  education  of  their  children;  and  they 
were  especially  entreated  to  endeavor  carefully  to  instil  into  their 
youthful  minds  the  principles  of  strict  truthfulness  and  integrity, 
and  cases  were  cited  showing  that  even  in  early  childhood  their 
minds  are  susceptible  of  impressions  on  these  subjects,  that  in 
after  years  are  not  readily  effaced ;  but  where  parents  manifest 
the  want  of  a  proper  sense  of  the  importance  of  these  principles 
in  their  own  conduct,  the  sad  effects  are  often  manifest  in  their 
children. 

Our  Committee  made  a  full  and  very  interesting  report  of  their 
labors  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  under  their  care.  Their  progress 
as  evinced  by  the  report,  was  very  satisfactory  and  encouraging, 
and  they  were  encouraged  to  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  amelio¬ 
rate  the  condition  of  this  much  injured  race. 

It  appears  by  the  Report  of  the  Representative  Committee,  that 
they  have  been  mindful  of  our  testimony  in  favor  of  Peace. 
They  have  again  memorialized  Congress  in  favor  of  arbitration 
in  the  settlement  of  international  difficulties,  and  Friends  were 
feelingly  advised  to  use  every  proper  means  to  promote  this  im¬ 
portant  object. 

Our  Meeting  has  been  an  interesting  one,  and  we  have  been 
favored  to  transact  the  business  which  has  come  before  it  in  much 
unity. 

With  the  salutation  of  love,  w7e  remain  your  Friends. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

CHARLES  A,  MACY,  Clerk. 
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From  Genesee  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  N.  Y.,  FROM  THE  loTH  OF  THE  SIXTH  MONTH  TO 
THE  18TH  OF  THE  SAME,  INCLUSIVE,  1874. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  to  he  held  in  Baltimore  : 

Dear  Friends: — Under  a  sense  of  deep  humility  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  loving  kindness  of  our  beneficent  Creator  in  again  con- 
descending  to  overshadow  us  with  a  realization  of  His  protecting 
care,  thus  giving  us  a  renewed  evidence  that  they  who  wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,  and  being  enabled  to  search  our 
hearts  as  with  the  candle  of  the  Lord,  in  order  that  everything  in 
us  may  be  removed  that  has  a  tendency  to  hinder  our  gathering  the 
heavenly  manna  fresh  every  morning,  to  strengthen  our  spiritual 
growth,  that  we  may  be  favored  to  hold  sweet  communion  with 
the  Father  of  Light. 

The  reading  of  the  epistles  we  have  received  from  the  Yearly 
Meetings  with  which  we  correspond  has  had  a  tendency  to  stir  up 
the  pure  life  within  us,  and  we  have  been  encouraged  to  labor 
with  greater  faithfulness  for  the  advancement  of  the  people. 

While  considering  the  state  of  society,  much  pertinent  counsel 
was  handed  forth,  and  we  were  solicited  to  yield  to  the  convictions 
of  manifested  duty,  as  it  was  only  by  obedience  to  the  Divine  re¬ 
quirements  that  we  could  witness  a  growth  in  the  spirit  life. 

We  were  tenderly  admonished  to  be  diligent  in  the  attendance 
of  our  religious  Meetings,  not  only  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
but  also  those  held  near  the  middle  of  the  same,  as  it  was  by  their 
maintenance  only  that  we  should  continue  to  exist  as  a  Society. 
And  parents  were  earnestly  exhorted  when  thus  assembled  with 
their  families,  to  so  deport  themselves, [that  their  tender  offspring 
should  become  interested  in  our  religious  gatherings  and  be  made 
recipients  of  the  Father’s  love,  wherebytthey  would  be  fitted  and 
qualified  for  pillars  in  the  Church. 

The  proper  education  of  our  youth  claimed  our  serious  considera¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  believed  that  in  this  direction  the  enemy  was  enabled 
to  make  the  greatest  advancement  into  our  fold,  as  the  youthful 
mind  while  yet  plastic  was  susceptible  to  impressions  which,  once 
received,  generally  remain  through  life.]  Hence  the  necessity  of 
parents  exercising  a  guarded  care  over  the  education  of  their 
children  at  this  period  of  their  lives. 

The  reports  from  our  various  branches  show  that  our  members 
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are  in  a  good  degree  free  from  the  baneful  evil  of  intemperance, 
and  that  our  testimony  against  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  is 
well  sustained.  Yet  we  should  not  fold  our  hands  and  take  our 
ease  while  its  hurtful  influences  are  bringing  sorrow  and  suffering 
into  the  community.  We  have  the  consolation  in  believing  that 
our  beloved  Society  is  earnestly  striving  to  eradicate  this  great 
evil  from  the  land. 

Our  testimony  against  war  continues  to  claim  our  earnest  at¬ 
tention,  being  satisfied  that  an  individual  care  must  be  exercised 
to  keep  clear  of  the  influences  of  the  spirit  of  war,  and  thereby 
cultivate  the  principle  of  peace,  thus  showing  our  love  to  one 
another.  And  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  the  day 
is  approaching  when  the  sword  shall  be  beaten  into  ploughshares 
and  the  spear  into  pruning-hooks,  and  that  nations  as  well  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  will  recognize  the  golden  rule  of  doing  unto  others  as 
we  would  have  others  do  unto  us,  thus  removing  the  cause  of 
war. 

By  the  reports  cf  our  Committee  on  Indian  affairs  we  have  the 
gratifying  assurance  that  this  greatly- wronged  people  are  gradu¬ 
ally  rising  to  a  higher  plane  of  civilization  and  enlightenment, 
and  although  their  progress  may  not  be  as  rapid  as  we  desire,  yet 
we  have  the  consolation  that  their  wrongs  have  been  greatly 
ameliorated  and  their  sufferings  lessened  by  our  labors  on  their 
behalf. 

We  have  in  attendance  with  us  several  ministering  and  other 
Friends  from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  whose  company  and  Gospel 
labors  have  tended  to  awaken  anew  within  us  the  glorious  prin¬ 
ciples  of  love  to  God,  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man. 

Our  Meeting  has  been  well  attended,  and  the  harmony  and 
brotherly  feeling  pervading  it  during  the  transaction  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  claiming  its  attention,  gives  evidence  that  the  Heavenly 
Master  has  beeu  livingly  near  unto  us,  baptizing  our  spirits  into 
oneness  of  feeling,  wherein  we  are  strengthened  to  go  forth  evinc¬ 
ing  unto  the  world  that  it  has  been  good  for  us  thus  to  assemble 
together. 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  we  remain,  your  Friends, 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  by 

JOHN  J.  CORNELL,  Clerk. 
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From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Mount 

Pleasant,  by  adjournments,  from  the  31st  of  Eighth 

Month  to  the  3d  of  Ninth,  inclusive,  1874. 

To  the  next  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  : 

Dear  Friends: 

The  blessing  to  be  desired  from  Epistolary  Correspondence  has 
perhaps  never  been  more  fully  realized  by  us  than  in  reading  your 
acceptable  offering  at  the  present  time.  Had  our  early  fathers 
and  mothers  in  the  Church  left  no  other  evidence  of  their  mission 
for  good  than  this  source  of  intercommunication,  their  labors  and 
sufferings,  we  feel,  would  not  have  been  in  vain. 

In  reviewing  the  State  of  Society,  many  deficiencies  and  ap¬ 
parent  discouraging  aspects  have  been  brought  before  us,  one  of 
which  was  a  remissness  in  attending  our  Week-day  Meetings, 
although  in  some  localities  there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  this 
respect,  and  a  growing  interest  and  increased  concern,  that  this 
sublime  testimony  of  the  Society  may  ever  be  exalted  ;  and  that 
we  manifest  by  our  devotion  that  love,  pure  and  undefiled,  is  the 
foundation  principle  of  all  true  religion,  illuminating  not  only 
our  pathway  and  understanding,  but  manifesting  itself  to  the 
world  at  large. 

The  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian,  which  Society  holds 
as  important,  still  continues  lively  with  us,  and  may  we  use  every 
proper  means  within  our  power  to  accomplish  the  end.  Among 
the  most  effective  means,  we  believe,  in  accomplishing  the  object, 
is  in  giving  them  homes  and  instructing  in  home  duties,  thus  ele¬ 
vating  them  in  the  scale  of  civilization  and  enlightenment. 

This  Meeting  has  been  exercised  in  regard  to  Intemperance, 
which  is  so  great  a  scourge  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
family  circle.  Though  our  Meeting  appears  to  be  clear  of  manu¬ 
facturing  or  using  intoxicating  liquors,  or  nearly  so,  yet  we  feel 
an  earnest  desire  to  use  our  best  endeavors  to  entirely  prohibit  its 
sale  and  use  as  a  beverage. 

We  have  been  admonished  to  seriously  consider,  whether  in  the 
use  of  Tobacco  we  are  not  lending  aid  in  a  manner  detrimental 
to  the  cause  of  Temperance,  by  indulging  in  a  stimulant  that  may 
lead  to  a  desire  for  other  and  greater  ones. 

The  terrible  condition  that  war  imposes  upon  mankind  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  understood  by  the  world  at  large,  and  the  alterna- 
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which  exemplifies  the  blessed  reality  of  beating  swords  into  plow¬ 
shares  and  spears  into  pruning-hooks,  which  is  a  source  of  en¬ 
couragement  to  us. 

We  have  had  the  company  of  many  beloved  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  whose  counsel  and  admonitions 
have  been  as  brooks  by  the  way,  inciting  to  a  greater  dedication  of 
heart  and  closer  walk  with  God;  that  we  look  to  Him,  the 
Foundation  of  Light,  for  wisdom  to  direct  through  the  chec- 
quered  scenes  of  life. 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell ! 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

JOSEPH  S.  HARTLEY,  Clerk. 


To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  af  Friends ,  to  be  held  26 th  of  Tenth 
Month ,  1874. 

Dear  Friends  : 

In  response  to  your  acceptable  and  encouraging  Epistle  of  10th 
Month,  1873,  we  address  you  in  the  feeling  of  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  and  in  the  spirit  of  Gospel  love. 

Having  received  at  this  time  Epistles  from  all  the  Meetings 
with  which  we  correspond  (and  which  were  encouraging  and  in¬ 
structive)  under  the  edifying  influences  thereof,  we  were  brought 
to  a  lively  consciousness  of  the  value  of  reciprocal  interchange  of 
religious  feeling  and  brotherly  salutation. 

Though  we  have  had  the  company  of  but  few  ministering 
Friends  from  other  Yearly  Meetings  (yet  a  number  not  Ministers 
are  also  acceptably  present),  we  acknowledge  the  excellency  of 
the  Gospel  truths  proclaimed  by  them,  and  in  their  company  and 
counsel  we  have  been  refreshed  and  edified.  The  Good  Master 
be  praised  for  preparing  and  qualifying  them  for  the  services 
whereto  He  has  called  them,  and  may  their  reward  be  an  abun¬ 
dant  harvest  as  the  fruit  of  their  labors. 

In  considering  the  State  of  Society,  as  represented  by  the 
answers  to  our  Queries,  although  there  are  still  deficiencies  ap¬ 
parent  among  us,  wTe  are  encouraged  to  hope  and  believe  that 
there  is  an  increasing  concern  for  the  advancement  of  truth  and 
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the  interest  and  prosperity  of  our  religious  Society,  through  a 
more  faithful  maintenance  of  its  precious  testimonies. 

Notwithstanding  there  was  but  little  complaint  in  relation  to 
our  testimony  against  the  use  of  intoxicating  beverages,  much 
fervent  exercise  was  manifested  for  their  entire  disuse  within  our 
borders,  and  that  the  wholesome  influence  of  our  good  example 
might  extend  beyond. 

Au  interest  is  maintained  with  us  for  the  support  of  schools,  as 
far  as  practicable,  under  the  instruction  of  teachers  in  member¬ 
ship  with  Friends.  Parents  were  admonished,  in  the  training 
and  education  of  their  children,  to  be  circumspect  in  their  ex¬ 
ample  as  well  as  assiduous  in  precept  —  that  a  watchful  care  over 
their  own  words  and  actions  is  essential  to  the  proper  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  family,  so  that  by  patience,  forbearance  and  love  they 
may  win  the  affection  and  confidence  of  the  children,  to  their 
mutual  peace,  present  preservation  and  enjoyment,  and  future 
happiness. 

On  reading  the  Report  of  our  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
their  past  labors  were  approved  and  the  Committee  continued  to 
the  prosecution  of  that  service,  and  were  recommended  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  extend  such  judicions  and  material  aid  as  the  present 
and  prospective  necessities  of  the  Indians  may  pressingly  demand. 

With  the  salutation  of  love,  your  Friends. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends, 
held  at  Waynesville,  Ohio,  by  adjournments,  the  1st 
of  the  10th  month,  1874. 

ROBERT  HATTON,  Clerk. 


Memorial  oe  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends, 

CONCERNING  M ARTH A  E .  T Y SON. 

Believing  from  the  lessons  of  our  individual  experience,  as  well 
as  from  the  truths  of  the  inspired  volume,  that  the  “  memory  of  the 
just  is  blessed,”  and  profitable  to  survivors,  in  the  encouragement 
afforded  by  the  example  they  leave  behind  them ;  we  have 
deemed  it  our  duty  to  our  children,  and  those  of  our  “  household 
of  faith”  who  are  to  follow  us  in  the  pilgrimage  of  life,  to  give 
our  testimony  to  the  purity  of  heart,  Christian  virtue,  and  earnest 
devotion  to  her  Divine  Master’s  will,  which  so  conspicuously 
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marked  the  life  and  character  of  our  deceased  friend,  Martha  E. 
Tyson. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Ellicott,  and  was 
born  at  Ellicott’s  Mills  (now  Ellicott  City)  in  the  year  1795  ;  was 
married  to  our  late  friend,  Nathan  Tyson,  in  1815,  and  for  more 
than  fifty  years  thereafter,  was  a  bright  and  shining  example  of  all 
that  we  appreciate  and  love  in  the  varied  relations  of  wife,  mother 
and  friend. 

Having  from  her  childhood  been  a  regular  attendant  of  her 
Meeting,  her  interest  and  convictions  increasing  as  the  years  rolled 
by,  she  was  often  called  into  its  services,  and  was  eminently  faith¬ 
ful  in  the  performance  of  them.  Especially  was  she  fitted  for  such 
missions  as  required  the  extension  of  the  hand  of  sympathy,  com¬ 
bined  with  gentle  admonition,  her  presence  carrying  with  it  such 
power  that  few  could  resist  its  most  persuasive  influence. 

This  diligence  in  the  attendance  of  Meeting  was  characteristic 
of  our  dear  friend.  Rarely  indeed  was  her  seat  vacant,  even  when 
bodily  infirmity  would  seem  to  require  it ;  and  she  was  remarkable 
for  her  solid  deportment  therein,  her  countenance  bearing  the  im¬ 
press  of  devotion  while  engaged  in  vocal  or  silent  prayer.  She 
was  often  led  to  remarks  expressive  of  the  peace  and  solemnity 
which  sometimes  covered  her  spirit  in  these  seasons  of  social  wor¬ 
ship;  frequently  quoting  the  exclamations  of  the  Psalmist,  as  in¬ 
dicative  of  her  feelings  on  these  occasions  :  “  Thou  anointest  my 
head  with  oil,  my  cup  runneth  over;  surely  goodness  and  mercy 
shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord  forever.” 

In  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  she  was  appointed  to  the  re¬ 
sponsible  position  of  an  Elder  of  this  Meeting;  and  although  very 
reluctant  at  that  period  of  life  to  assume  the  important  duties  of 
this  station,  feeling  that  the  care  of  a  large  family  of  children  de¬ 
manded  a  mother’s  solicitude  and  a  mother’s  attention;  yet  she 
performed  those  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  friends  for  many 
years. 

In  the  year  1838,  she  with  her  family  removed,  and  settled  for 
some  years  within  the  limits  of  Little  Falls  Monthly  Meeting,  where 
she  soon  after  appeared  frequently  in  the  ministry.  Her  com¬ 
munications,  though  usually  short,  were  impressive,  acceptable 
and  convincing ;  were  generally  of  a  practical  character,  seldom 
doctrinal,  and  always  pervaded  with  the  deepest  reverence  for  the 
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Divine  Father,  and  Christian  charity  towards  all  His  children ;  re-  ■ 
cognizing  the  great  fact  that  all  who  seek  to  know  the  Father’s  will, 
and  do  it,  will  be  accepted  with  Him,  without  regard  to  sect  or 
creed.  She  inculcated  the  mingling  of  religious  obligations  with 
the  smallest  acts  of  daily  life,  as  the  truest  means  of  showing  our 
allegiance  to  the  “King  of  Kings,”  believing  that  the  Father  oft- 
times  reveals  Himself  in  simple  ways,  which,  if  accepted  cheerfully, 
become  as  stepping-stones  to  higher  states  yet  unrevealed.  A 
favorite  sentiment  often  quoted  was — 

“Count  that  day  lost,  whose  low-descending  sun 
Marks,  in  its  course,  no  generous  action  done.” 

Her  offerings  in  the  line  of  the  ministry  were  accompanied  with 
such  evidences  of  the  power  of  Truth,  that  her  gift  tvas  recognized, 
and  she  was  approved  as  a  minister  by  this  Monthly  Meeting,  in 
1861.  '  During  part  of  her  absence  from  the  city,  and  some  years 
subsequently,  she  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Women’s  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  improvement  and  development  of  all  our  faculties,  and  a 
higher  standard  of  education  in  our  Society,  was  a  subject  which 
for  many  years  deeply  interested  her  mind.  Recognizing  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  right  use  of  all  His 
gifts,  and  believing  the  cultivation  of  our  intellectual  powers  ren¬ 
ders  us  more  useful  to  each  other,  in  “  bearing  one  another’s  bur¬ 
dens,”  and  thus  “  fulfilling  the  law  of  Christ ;  ”  she  earnestly  advo¬ 
cated  this  view  on  all  suitable  occasions,  often  referring  to  the 
past  records  of  our  Society  for  illustrations  of  high  intellectual 
culture,  in  connection  with  deep  spiritual  experience,  exemplified 
in  the  life  and  labors  of  Robert  Barclay,  William  Penn,  Isaac 
Pennington,  and  others,  whose  records  are  among  the  brightest 
pages  of  our  history.  The  interest  awTakened  by  her  and  a  few 
concerned  Friends  in  this  particular,  originated  the  movement 
which  culminated  in  the  establishment  of  Swarthmore  College. 

Although  her  public  appearances  were  of  so  marked  a  character, 
it  was  in  the  privacy  of  domestic  life  that  the  “  fruits  of  the  Spirit  ” 
were  more  strikingly  manifested.  Her  home  was  the  abode  of 
Love,  and  bore  beautiful  evidence  of  the  prevalence  of  this  at¬ 
tribute  of  the  Divine  Mind;  exemplifying  also  that  endearing 
quality  of  our  nature,  which  in  its  proper  exercise,  comprehends 
our  whole  duty  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  to  one  another. 

The  reading  of  the  Bible  in  her  family  circle  was  marked ;  these 
seasons  bearing  evidence  of  the  high  value  which  she  placed'upou 
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the  Sacred  Writings,  and  the  deep,  reverent  spirit  that  clothed  her 
mind  while  she  read. 

To  the  subject  of  prayer,  its  sanctity,  and  the  blessing  received 
through  its  exercise,  as  the  turning  of  a  child  to  a  loving  parent, 
she  was  often  lead  earnestly  to  call  attention;  and  her  desire  that 
the  young  should  be,  from  their  earliest  years,  imbued  with  a 
sense  of  its  helpfulness,  was  most  feelingly  expressed  both  in 
public  and  private  opportunities.  She  viewed  it,  as  “our  privi¬ 
lege,  to  raise  our  souls  to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  and  by  con¬ 
tinued  watchfulness  and  holy  trust,  so  to  attune  them  into  har¬ 
mony  with  His,  that  ‘not  my  will,  but  Thine'  should  be  the 
breathing  of  our  highest  aspirations  ” ;  ever  believing  in  the 
promise,  “  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is 
stayed  on  Thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  Thee.” 

Of  her  it  may  emphatically  be  said,  that,  emulating  the  example 
of  the  Divine  Master,  she  “went  about  doing  good;  ”  not  only 
visiting  “  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  in  their  affliction,” 
and  ministering  to  the  necessities  of  the  destitute;  but  she  was 
often  favored  to  speak  “  the  word  in  season”  to  the  little  ones  of 
the  flock,  those  who  felt  that  their  “  family  was  poor  in  Manasseh, 
and  they  the  least  in  their  Father’s  house.” 

To  these  she  gave  the  “  right  hand  of  fellowship,”  and  by  her 
tender  admonitions  and  her  loving  counsels,  she  aided  and  en¬ 
couraged  them,  so  that  'they  were  ready  to  rise  up,  “  and  go  on 
their  way  towards  Zion,”  rejoicing. 

Early  in  life’s  morning  (as  has  been  said)  she  entered  into  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord,  and  there  diligently  wrought  in  His  holy 
service,  resting  not  at  the  noontide  hour,  growing  not  weary  with 
the  day’s  long  toil;  while  the  increasing  sweetness  of  spirit,  the 
widening  of  all  her  sympathies,  and  the  added  tenderness  in  their 
expression,  marked  the  dosing  of  a  day  growing  richer  and  more 
beauteous  to  the  end.  And  as  the  sunset  hour  drew  near,  and 
the  gracious  message  came  to  her,  “  Cease  now  from  thy  labors, 
for  the  task  assigned  thee  is  accomplished;”  though  she  meekly 
folded  her  hands,  and  rested  from  active  service,  she  ceased  not  to 
“  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  ”  and  the  “enlargement  of  her 
borders  ” ;  nor  did  she  fail  to  exhort  those  around  her,  to  enter  as 
faithful  laborers  into  the  “fields  white  unto  harvest,”  and  fill  the 
places  there  left  vacant. 

While  thus  resting,  and  patiently  waiting,  she  frequently  ob- 
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served,  with  child-like  love  and  trust,  “  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd, 

I  shall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures, 
He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters.” 

It  was  clearly  evident  to  those  who  were  privileged  to  watch 
with  her  during  the  closing  hours  of  her  life,  that  the  Father’s 
“  banner  over  her  was  love  ”  ;  and  that  His  peace,  even  the 
“peace  that  passeth  all  understanding,” ‘had  been  given  to 
her  in  full  measure,  so  that  nothing  could  disturb  or  make  her 
afraid. 

She  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  wait  —  patiently  and  reverently 
wait — for  the  summons  that  should  call  her  from  “  works  to  re¬ 
wards,”  and  bid  her  enter  into  the  “joy  of  her  Lord.” 

And  thus  daily  growing  in  the  knowledge  of  heavenly  things, 
clothed  with  the  spirit  of  prayer  as  with  a  garment,  and  clasping 
more  and  more  closely  the  Father’s  hand;  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
3d  month,  1873,  in  the  78th  year  of  her  age,  she  passed  away  from 
earth,  to  dwell,  we  reverently  believe,  forever  with  Him,  in  whose 
“  presence  is  fulness  of  joy,”  and  at  whose  “  right  hand  there 
are  pleasures  forever  more.” 

Read  in,  and  approved  by,  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends,  held  9th  month,  10th,  1874. 

GERARD  H.  REESE,  )  nu  . 

ELIZABETH  M-  SUTTON,  f  0 lerKS ' 


Read  in  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Gunpowder,  9th 
month,  14th,  1874,  and  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Representa¬ 
tive  Committee  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting. 


WM.  C.  HAVILAND, 
REBECCA  M.  THOMAS, 


Clerks. 


Read  in  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Men  and  Women  Friends. 


WILLIAM  WOOD,  ) 
MARY  L.  ROBERTS,  \ 


Clerks , 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


FOR  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Gerard  IT.  Eeese,  209  W.  Piatt  Street,  Baltimore,  McT. 
William  Wood,  884  W.  Lombard  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 


For  Representative  Committee  of  Yearly  Meeting: 
Thos.  H.  Matthews,  Cockeysville,  Baltimore  County,  Md. 


QUARTERLY  MEETINGS. 

For  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting,  Gerard  H.  Beese,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md. 

For  Warrington  Quarterly  Meeting,  Solomon  Shepherd, 
Union  Bridge,  Carroll  Co.,  Md. 

For  Fairfax  Quarterly  Meeting,  William  Hoge,  Lincoln, 
Loudoun  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Nottingham  Quarterly  Meeting,  Albin  Cutler,  Liberty 
Square,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Centre  Quarterly  Meeting,  Caleb  C.  Way,  Half  Moon, 
Centre  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Prairie  Grove  Quarterly  Meeting,  Joseph  A.  Dugdale, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 


MONTHLY  MEETINGS. 

For  Sandv  Spring  Monthly  Meeting,  Caleb  Stabler,  Sandy 
Spring,  Montgomery  Co.,  Md. 

For  Baltimore  Monthly  Meeting,  Henry  T.  Gover,  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

For  Gunpowder  Monthly  Meeting,  Thomas  H.  Matthews, 
Cockeysville,  Baltimore  Co.,  Md. 

For  Little  Falls  Monthly  Meeting,  Mordecai  Price,  Fallston, 
Harford  Co.,  Md. 
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For  Pipe  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Isaac  S.  Russell,  New 
Market,  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

For  Monallen  Monthly  Meeting,  Cures  S.  Griest,  Flora  Dale, 
Adams  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Hopewell  Monthly  Meeting,  David  W.  Branson,  Stephen¬ 
son’s  Depot,  Frederick  Co.,  Va. 

For  Fairfax  Monthly  Meeting,  James  M.  Walker,  Waterford, 
Loudoun  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Goose  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  William  Hoge,  Lincoln, 
Loudoun  Co.,  Ya. 

For  Alexandria  Monthly  Meeting,  Robert  F.  Roberts,  Alex¬ 
andria,  Ya. 

For  Nottingham  Monthly  Meeting.  John  Marshall,  Brick 
Meeting  House,  Cecil  Co.,  Md. 

For  Little  Britain  Monthly  Meeting,  Levi  K.  Brown,  Goshen, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Deer  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  David  Pyle,  Pylesville, 
Harford  Co.,  Md. 

For  Dunney’s  Creek  Monthly  Meeting,  Azariah  Blackburn  , 
Spring  Meadows,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Centre  Monthly  Meeting,  Wm.  P.  Fisher,  Fleming,  Centre 
Co.,  Pa. 

For  West  Branch  Monthly  Meeting,  Nathan  Moore,  Grarn- 
pion  Hills,  Clearfield  Co.,  Pa. 

For  Prairie  Grove  Monthly  Meeting,  Caleb  Russell,  Winona, 
Henry  Co.,  Iowa. 

For  Wapsinonoc  Monthly  fleeting,  Jesse  Holmes,  West  Lib¬ 
erty,  Muscatine  Co.,  Iowa. 

For  Marietta  Monthly  Meeting,  Lot  Holmes,  Marietta,  Mar¬ 
shall  Co.,  Iowa. 


E  TRA.CTS 


FROM  THE 


Minutes  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 

OF 


WOMEN  FRIENDS, 


HELD  AT  THEIR  MEETING  HOUSE  ON 


LOMBARD  STREET, 


IN  THE  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE, 


1874. 
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. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES 


OF  THE 


Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends, 


HELD  IN  BALTIMORE 


By  Adjournments,  from  the  26th  of  Tenth  Month 
to  29th  of  the  same,  inclusive, 

1874. 


At  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  held 
by  adjournments,  from  the  26th  of  Tenth  Month  to  the 
29th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1874. 

By  written  Reports  received  from  our  several  Quar¬ 
terly  Meetings,  it  appears  that  the  following  named 
Friends  have  been  appointed  to  attend  this  Meeting  as 
Representatives,  viz  : 


From  Baltimore. 


Hannah  Lewis, 


Honor  C.  Lilly, 
Priscilla  Matthews, 
Rhoda  H.  Matthews, 
Edith  D.  Bentley, 
Mary  E.  Moore, 
Rebecca  M.  Thomas. 


Abigail  Hollingsworth, 


Almira  A.  Hull, 
Sarah  M.  Hewes, 
Sarah  Jane  Dare, 


Elizabeth  M.  Sutton, 


Nottingham. 


*Esther  R.  Preston, 
Mary  F.  Brown, 
Jane  Warner, 
Elmira  King, 
Sidney  Killough, 
Hflldah  J.  Headly, 
3 


*Sarah  Brown, 
*  Agnes  Willis, 


Rachel  Ann  Pyle, 
Deborah  Hoopes, 
Philena  C.  Stubbs, 
Priscilla  Brown. 


50 


Warrington. 

#Rachel  Garrelson,  Jane  Epply, 

Margaret  Shugh,  Sarah  G.  Wright, 

Elizabeth  Farquhar. 

Prairie  Grove. 

*R.  Anna  Canby,  Rachel  T.  Carr, 

Emily  W.  Black,  *Hannah  Tomlinson, 

Elizabeth  M.  Russell. 


Mary  R.  Smith, 
*Rebecca  J.  Lupton, 
Elizabeth  J.  Phillips, 
Lydia  S.  Janney, 
*Ann  M.  Stiles, 


Fairfax. 

Gulielma  Bean, 

Ann  T.  Gover, 

Rachel  Hollingsworth, 
Martha  Jane  Brown, 
*Mary  T.  Lukens. 


Centre. 

*Mary  Way,  ^Elizabeth  Iddings, 

*Jane  Moore,  *Hannah  Downing. 

Who  were  present  except  thirteen,  for  the  absence  of 
some  of  whom  reasons  were  assigned,  and  to  whose 
names  marks  are  prefixed. 


Minutes  for  Friends  who  are  in  attendance  with  us 
from  the  limits  of  other  Yearly  Meetings,  were  received 
and  read,  as  follows  : 


Sarah  Hoopes,  a  minister  from  Birmingham  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ing,  Penn. 

Dinah  Furnas,  a  minister  from  Miami  Monthly  Meeting,  Ohio. 

Mary  E.  Smith,  a  minister  from  Salem  Monthly  Meeting,  New 
Jersey. 

Lydia  T.  Zerns,  a  member,  companion  of  Mary  E.  Smith,  from 
Salem  Monthly  Meeting,  New  Jersey. 

Rachel  C.  Rogers,  a  minister  from  the  Monthly  Meeting,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Ann  Weaver,  a  minister  from  Green  Street  Monthly  Meeting, 
Philadelphia, 

Lydia  L.  Rowlett,  a  member,  companion  of  Ann  Weaver,  from 
the  same  Monthly  Meeting. 
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Elizabeth  Comfort,  a  minister  from  Falls  Monthly  Meeting, 
Penn. 

Sarah  Hunt,  a  minister  from  Chester  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at 
Moorestown,  New  Jersey. 


Epistles  from  our  sisters  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  New 
York,  were  read,  and  the  following  Friends  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  replies  thereto,  as  way  may  open,  viz : 


Louisa  Powell, 
Martha  S.  Townsend, 
Sarah  Jane  Dare, 
Caroline  R.  Hull, 
Sidney  Blackburn, 
Rebecca  M.  Thomas, 
Ann  B.  Branson, 
Elizabeth  J.  Phillips, 
Rachel  N.  Williams, 
Jane  Warner, 

Sallie  D.  Coale, 


Grace  Ann  King, 
Rebecca  Stokes, 

Ruth  Anna  Matthews, 
Elizabeth  Farquhar, 
Margaret  Shugh, 
Sarah  E.  Wright, 
Hannah  G.  Wright, 
Elizabeth  Russell, 
Emily  W.  Black, 
Sarah  A.  Ferris, 

Abbie  R.  Paul. 


The  following  Friends  were  named  to  collect  the  ex¬ 
ercises  of  the  Meeting  during  its  several  sittings,  viz : 


Clementine  A.  Jennings,  Edith  D.  Bentley,  Elizabeth 
P.  Blackburn,  Mary  Hibberd,  and  Abbie  B.  Paul. 


The  Minutes  of  Men  Friends  in  attendance  with  us, 
were  received  and  read.  [See  Men’s  Extracts.] 

The  Eepresentatives  were  requested  to  eonfer  together 
at  the  close  of  the  Meeting,  to  nominate  Friends  to  serve 
as  Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk  for  the  present  year. 

Then  adjourned  to  three  o’clock  this  afternoon. 
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Second  Day  Afternoon. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  the  Meeting  gathered. 

Sarah  M.  Hewes,  on  behalf  of  the  Representatives, 
reported  that  they  had  conferred  together,  and  were 
united  in  proposing  the  name  of  Mary  L.  Roberts  for 
Clerk,  and  Lydia  C.  Stabler  for  Assistant  Clerk ;  which 
being  united  with  by  the  Meeting,  they  were  appointed 
to  that  service. 

Epistles  from  Philadelphia  and  Genesee  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ings  were  read,  giving  evidence  that  the  love  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  is  still  round  about  us. 

Mary  M.  Dixon,  Maria  E.  Tyson,  Deborah  Hoopes, 
Eliza  H.  Walker,  and  Elizabeth  Russell,  were  named  to 
examine  the  Treasurer’s  account,  and  report  to  a  future 
sitting. 

The  Minutes  of  last  year  were  read,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  correct  and  record  these,  also  to 
attend  to  the  printing,  reported  the  service  performed. 

Rachel  N.  Williams,  Gulielma  Bean,  Eliza  H.  Wal¬ 
ker,  Deborah  Hoopes,  Huldah  J.  Headly,  Sarah  G. 
Wright,  Elizabeth  Farquhar,  Elizabeth  Russell,  Emily 
W.  Black,  Esther  M.  Lamb,  Sarah  B.  Farquhar,  Esther 
B.  Canby,.  Almira  A.  Hull,  Clementine  A.  Jennings, 
Martha  S.  Townsend,  Lydia  C.  Janney,  Ann  B.  Bran¬ 
son,  and  Sarah  E.  Wright,  were  appointed  to  unite 
with  a  Committee  of  Men  Friends  to  consider  the  pro¬ 
position  coming  from  Baltimore  Quarterly  Meeting, 
relative  to  some  changes  in  the  Discipline.  [See  Men’s 
Extracts.] 
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Parthenia  D.  Lovegrove,  Elizabeth  P.  Blackburn, 
Mary  H.  Sutton,  Sarah  Catharine  Brown,  and  Mary  E. 
Stafford,  were  named  to  assist  the  Clerks  in  correcting 
and  recording  the  Minutes  of  the  present  year;  also  to 
attend  to  the  printing. 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Third  Day  Morning. 

27th  of  the  month  and  3d  of  the  week. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  Friends  assembled. 

The  State  of  Society  was  entered  upon,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  as  far  as  the  Second  Query,  accompanied  with 
a  precious  overflow  of  feeling,  in  words  of  tender  sym¬ 
pathy  and  wholesome  counsel.  Especially  encouraging 
were  the  words  of  our  younger  sisters,  inciting  others 
to  greater  diligence  in  that  which  will  bring  a  rich  re¬ 
ward  ;  and  their  own  faithfulness  in  the  expression  of 
this,  was  cause  of  thankfulness  to  many  hearts. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurer’s 
account,  reported  they  found  it  correct,  and  that  there 
now  remains  in  her  hands  the  sum  of  $132.44,  the 
contributions  for  the  present  year  all  being  paid  in. 

Adjourned  to  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 


Third  Day  Afternoon. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  the  Meeting  convened. 
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Examination  into  the  State  of  Society  was  resumed, 
and  proceeded  in  as  far  as  the  Ninth  Query,  inclusive ; 
leading  to  many  tender  calls  to  be  watchful  for  the 
future,  lest  suffering  for  refusing  to  yield  obedience  to 
the  impressions  of  duty,  be  ours  ;  with  assurance  of 
the  sweet  peace  that  belongs  to  the  faithful. 

Adjourned  to  3  o’clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 


Fourth  Day  Afternoon. 

28th  of  the  month  and  4th  of  the  week. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  the  Meeting  gathered. 

The  remaining  Queries,  with  their  answers,  were 
read,  and  the  following  summary  approved,  as  nearly 
expressing  the  substance  of  those  received  from  the 
Quarterly  Meetings  : 


First. 

All  our  Meetings  for  worship  and  Discipline  have  been  held, 
except  three  in  mid-week  at  Huntington,  one  at  Prairie  Grove, 
two  at  Eastland,  one  at  Drumore,  one  at  Octorara,  and  the  Mid¬ 
week  Meetings  at  Little  Elk.  Reports  of  those  held,  mention  that, 
although  the  Meetings  are  often  small,  the  spirit  of  life  is  felt  to 
prevail.  No  unbecoming  behavior  to  remark;  the  hour  of  Meet¬ 
ing  nearly  observed. 


Second. 

We  believe  a  desire  is  felt  by  most  Friends  to  maintain  that 
love  towards  each  other,  which  will  restrain  from  tale-bearing 
and  detraction,  and  also  preserve  from  differences. 

Third. 

Many  Friends  are  concerned  to  observe  the  several  requisitions 
of  this  Query.  One  Meeting  acknowledges  a  great  deficiency  in 
their  faithful  performance,  and  all  are  encouraged  to  a  more  gene¬ 
ral  care. 
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Fourth. 

Oar  testimony  against  intoxicating  liquors  appears  to  be  main¬ 
tained.  Not  clear  of  attending  improper  places  of  diversion. 
Moderation  and  temperance  mostly  observed. 

Fifth. 

The  circumstances  of  those  requiring  aid  are  inspected,  and  re¬ 
lief  afforded ;  and  care  is  taken  to  provide  for  the  school  educa¬ 
tion  of  their  children . 


Sixth. 

We  believe  most  Friends  maintain  a  testimony  against  a  hire¬ 
ling  ministry.  Clear  in  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  this  Query. 

Seventh. 

Friends  appear  careful  to  live  within  the  bounds  of  their 
circumstances,  and  to  observe  the  several  requisitions  of  this 
Query. 

Eighth. 

Those  of  the  African  race  in  Friends’  families  are  suitably  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  endeavors  are  used  to  have  them  instructed  in 
useful  learning. 


Ninth. 

We  endeavor  to  deal  with  offenders  in  the  spirit  recommended 
by  the  Query,  though  delays  sometimes  occur. 

Tenth. 

[For  answer  to  Tenth  Query,  see  Men’s  Extracts.] 

Eleventh. 

Not  any. 

Twelfth. 

Friends  are  generally  careful,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  place  tlieir 
children,  for  tuition,  under  the  charge  of  suitable  teachers,  though 
not  all  in  membership  with  us. 

Wapsinonoc  Monthly  Meeting  has  changed  the  time 
of  holding  the  Monthly  Meeting,  from  the  first  Seventh 
day  in  each  month,  to  the  Fourth  day  after  the  first 
Seventh  day. 
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The  propriety  of  memorializing  Congress  upon  the 
subject  of  settling  disputes  by  international  arbitration, 
being  brought  before  the  Meeting  by  the  reading  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Representative  Committee;  the  follow¬ 
ing  Friends  were  appointed,  to  unite  with  a  Committee 
of  Men  Friends,  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and  report  to  a  future  sitting  ;  viz  :  Elizabeth  P.  Black¬ 
burn,  Priscilla  Matthews,  Sarah  E.  Wright,  Maria  E. 
Tyson,  Deborah  Hoopes,  Priscilla  Stubbs,  Maria  P. 
Blackburn,  and  Rebecca  M.  Thomas. 

Mary  C.  Blackburn,  Clementine  A.  Jennings,  Re¬ 
becca  Turner,  Rachel  Ann  P}de,  Jane  Warner,  Phebe 
Jane  Epply,  Hannah  G.  Wright,  Huldah  J.  Headley, 
Sarah  E.  Wright,  Eliza  H.  Walker,  Mary  R.  Smith, 
Elizabeth  Russell,  and  Hannah  Brown,  were  appointed 
to  nominate  Friends  to  serve  on  the  Representative 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year/ 

Adjourned  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Fifth  Da  y  Morning. 

29th  of  the  month  and  5th  of  the  week. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  the  Meeting-gathered. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Baltimore  and  Indiana 
Yearly  Meetings,  to  visit  Blue  River  and  Prairie  Grove 
Quarterly  Meetings,  and  their  constituent  Meetings,  as 
way  should  open,  on  their  proposal  for  a  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  produced  a  Report,  which  was  united  with. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Indiana  Yearly 
Meeting,  giving  information  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
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Keport,  and  of  their  appointment  of  a  Committee 
attend  the  opening  of  the  proposed  Yearly  Meeting. 
[See  Men’s  Extracts,  for  both.] 

The  following  were  appointed  to  unite  with  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Men  Friends,  in  nominating  Friends  to  attend, 
with  the  Committee  appointed  by  Indiana  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  the  opening  of  the  proposed  Yearly  Meeting  in 
Illinois ;  viz  : 

Gulielma  Bean,  Eliza  Larrabee,  Ann  M.  Stabler,  Cor¬ 
nelia  Janney,  Mary  Ann  Ellis,  Bebecca  Turner,  and 
Buth  Marshall. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  forward  the  names 
of  suitable  Friends  to  serve  on  the  Bepresentative  Com¬ 
mittee  the  ensuing  year,  produced  the  following,  which 
being  united  with  by  the  Meeting,  those  nominated  were 
appointed  to  that  service  ;  viz  : 

Eliza  H.  Walker,  Ann  B.  Branson,  Sarah  E.  Wright, 
Elizabeth  J.  Phillips,  Mary  B.  Smith,  Bebecca  Turner, 
E.  Ellen  Biley,  Anna  F.  Matthews,  Lydia  C.  Stabler, 
Mary  L.  Boberts,  Mary  M.  Dixon,  Buth  Anna  Mac- 
Pherson,  Mary  C.  Blackburn,  Priscilla  Matthews,  Buth 
Marshall,  Elizabeth  Tennis,  Jane  Warner,  Bachel  Ann 
Pyle,  Hannah  G.  Wright,  Jane  C.  Wright,  Elizabeth 
Farquhar,  Deborah  Hughs,  Sidney  Blackburn,  Elizabeth 
Bussell,  and  Emily  W.  Black. 

Epistles  for  our  sisters  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Hew  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Genesee,  have  been  read,  approved, 
and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting  ;  and  a  concern  being  expressed  in  this  session, 
that  one  should  be  prepared  for  our  sisters  in  Illinois, 
it  was  referred  to  the  Epistle  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  three  o’clock  this  afternoon. 
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Fifth  Day  Afternoon. 

Near  the  time  adjourned  to,  Friends  assembled. 

A  part  of  the  Indian  Eeport  was  read,  and  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  its  being  published,  the  Meeting  was  willing 
that  the  remainder  should  be  left  for  reading  in  the  Ex¬ 
tracts.  An  Epistle  addressed  to  Illinois  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing  was  produced,  read,  and  directed  to  be  signed  and 
forwarded. 

The  joint  Committee  to  nominate  suitable  Friends  to 
attend  the  opening  of  the  new  Yearly  Meeting,  to  he 
held  in  Illinois,  in  the  Ninth  Month,  proposed  the 
names  of 

Samuel  M.  Janney,  Eebecca  Price,  Eliza  II.  Walker, 
James  M.  Walker,  David  Pyle,  and  Mary  C.  Blackburn  ; 
which  being  appproved,  they  were  appointed  to  that 
service. 

A  Eeport  of  the  Standing  Committee,  ft)  disburse  the 
Fair  Hill  Fund,  was  read  and  approved.  [See  Men’s  Ex¬ 
tracts.] 

A  Memorial  of  our  deceased  Friend,  Martha  E.  Tyson, 
was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  collect  the  exercises  of 
the  meeting,  produced  the  following,  which  was  read 
and  approved : 

A  feeling  of  deep  solemnity  and  of  thankfulness  fills  our  hearts 
as  we  attempt  to  review  the  proceedings  of  our  Annual  Assembly, 
now  drawing  to  a  close.  A  feast  of  good  things  has  been  spread 
before  us,  and  all  have  been  invited  to  partake  of  that  which 
nourishes  to  eternal  life.  ' 
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All  tbe  business  has  been  conducted  in  Christian  harmony ;  and 
the  words  spoken  near  the  opening  of  the  Meeting,  “  How  goodly 
are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob,  and  thy  tabernacles,  O  Israel!”  seem  to 
have  left  impressions  of  peace  and  safety  throughout.  After 
hearing  the  Minutes  of  our  dear  visiting  Friends,  it  was  said  by 
one  who  spoke  in  the  Truth,  that  there  would  be  a  place  found 
for  every  concern  that  was  brought  there.  “  No  matter  how  small 
the  service  required,  be  faithful.  It  was  by  unhesitating  obedience 
to  the  simple  requirements  of  Jesus,  that  the  few  loaves  and  fishes 
were  made  to  afford  nourishment  to  the  multitude.”  The  epis¬ 
tolary  greetings  which  we  have  received  from  the  Yearly  Meetings 
with  which  we  correspond,  bringing  us  intelligence  of  the  labors 
and  exercises  which  have  claimed  the  attention  of  our  sisters  in 
their  assemblies,  have  been  truly  refreshing  to  us  ;  giving  evidence 
as  they  do,  of  a  continued  effort  on  their  part  to  support  our 
cherished  principles,  and  to  draw  us  from  an  outward  formal  re¬ 
ligion,  to  that  Fountain  of  life  and  truth,  from  which  alone  the 
thirsting  of  our  souls  can  be  fully  satisfied.  Though  some  of  the 
answers  to  the  Queries  were  confessions  of  weakness,  yet  others 
were  truly  encouraging.  Many  exercises  were  expressed  con¬ 
cerning  the  more  faithful  attendance  of  Meetings.  The  neglect  of 
this  was  spoken  of  as  the  cause  of  lukewarmness  and  scattering. 
The  going  day  after  day  for  years,  to  a  small  mid-week  Meeting 
was  alluded  to  by  one,  as  seeming  to  be  no  more  than  the  opening 
and  shutting  of  a  door;  but  now,  she  found  the  time  thus  spent 
had  been  like  “  bread  cast  upon  the  waters.”  After  many  days,  it 
had  returned  in  blessings. 

Some  of  the  dear  young  sisters  added  their  solemn  testimonies, 
to  those  of  the  mothers  in  Israel,  bearing  witness  to  the  precious¬ 
ness  of  these  seasons  of  silent  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  when  they 
had  known  in  their  own  experience  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise, 
“  They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength  ;  ”  for 
Christ,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  still  continues  to  meet  with 
His  children ;  and  where  the  two  or  three  are  gathered  in  His 
name,  there  is  He  in  the  midst  of  them.  The  young  have  been 
tenderly  entreated  to  close  in  with  the  intimations  of  duty  made 
upon  their  minds  by  the  inshining  of  the  light  of  Truth,  and  to 
press  forward  as  standard-bearers  in  the  cause  of  righteousness. 
Though  many  difficulties  may  have  to  be  encountered,  the  assur¬ 
ance  has  been  given  that  the  reward  will  be  equal  to  the  labor 
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performed.  These  have  been  addressed  with  the  lender  entreaty, 
“Put  away  thy  ornaments,  that  I  may  know  what  to  do  with 
thee:  ”  for  the  gay  attire,  the  outward  adorning  of  some  of  these, 
is  obscuring  the  sweet  spirit  hidden  within.  The  kernel  is  sound 
and  good,  but  ttie  shell  that  covers  it  must  be  taken  away,  before 
we  can  judge  fully  of  its  excellence.  Mothers  have  been  encouraged 
not  to  give  out  or  grow  weary  in  the  discharge  of  their  important 
cares  and  duties.  Our  attention  has  been  specially  called  to  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  prayer,  and  many  hearts  were  touched  by  the  relation  of  an 
incident  in  connection  with  this.  And  perhaps  some  discouraged, 
isolated  sister,  who  could  not  mingle  with  us,  may  be  strengthened 
by  it.  A  watchful  mother  said  that  on  a  Meeting  morning  she 
found  her  children  unruly  beyond  her  control,  and  thought  it 
would  not  be  right  for  her  to  leave  them  under  the  circumstances. 
At  length  the  feeling  came  that  she  would  sit  in  silence  with  them. 
A  sweet  covering  of  the  Father’s  love  soon  excluded  everything 
else,  and  she  found  herself  at  liberty  to  go  to  Meeting.  On  enter¬ 
ing,  she  prayed  that  a  faithful  minister  whom  she  found  there, 
might  be  enabled,  by  Divine  assistance,  to  point  out  the  way  for 
her.  After  a  time  of  waiting,  she  rose  and  told  of  her  close  ex¬ 
ercise  and  sympathy  with  a  tried  mother  who  had  recently  taken 
her  little  ones  in  silent  prayer  to  their  loving  Father;  and  en¬ 
couraged  her  ever  to  seek  that  unfailing  Source  of  strength  and 
wisdom.  We  have  had  precious  exhortations  from  the  mothers, 
not  to  allow  our  love  to  grow  cold,  and  our  interests  in  Society  to 
flag,  but  to  keep  up  that  life  and  feeling  which  are  necessary  to  a 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  us. 

Those  who  have  just  come  forth  in  the  ministry,  have  been  ten¬ 
derly  addressed  in  the  language  of  encouragement  and  affectionate 
counsel;  that  they  keep  close  to  their  Guide,  and  mind  the  step¬ 
ping-stones,  so  that  they  may  avoid  all  the  wiles  and  snares  of  the 
Enemy.  Only  as  they  abide  in  Christ,  the  true  Vine,  can  they 
become  branches,  bearing  fruit  to  His  honor  and  glory.  The  duty 
of  patiently  abiding  the  Lord’s  time,  has  been  impressed  upon  our 
minds;  the  exhortation  having  been  reiterated,  that  we  sow  the 
good  seed  in  faith,  patiently  waiting  for  the  harvest;  that  we 
should  not  seek  to  hasten  unduly  the  growth  of  the  tender  plant, 
but  allow  it  to  take  root  downward,  and  deepen  in  the  earth,  ere 
it  shoots  upward;  so  that  being  thus  deeply  rooted,  it  maybe 
able  to  withstand  the  storms  and  the  frosts  of  the  wintry  season, 
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as  well  as  the  summer’s  consuming  drought;  and  in  due  time, 
nourished  by  the  dews  of  heaven,  and  the  sun’s  vivifying  beams, 
it  may  bud,  and  blossom,  and  perfect  the  fruit ;  a  rich  harvest  to 
be  gathered  into  the  heavenly  garner.  We  were  feelingly  re¬ 
minded  by  a  messenger  from  abroad,  that  this  is  no  time  for 
Friends  to  sit  with  folded  hands,  while  our  statute-books  are  stained 
with  the  Death  Penalty,  or  while  Intemperance  is  desolating  the 
land.  Woman  can  do  much  towards  mitigating  or  even  removing 
those  evils ;  but  she  must  work  with  the  love  that  casts  out  fear. 
She  must  train  the  infant  mind  from  its  earliest  perceptions  of 
truth,  to  love  its  Creator  above  all  things,  and  its  neighbor  as 
itself.  She  must  ever  bring  her  cause  before  the  L  ord,  and  let 
each  day  be  her  day  of  judgment.  “  If  ye  abide  in  Me,  and  My 
words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  he  done 
unto  you.” 

With  a  feeling  of  heartfelt  thankfulness  to  the  loving 
Father,  for  the  feast  permitted  to  us,  we  adjourn,  to 
meet  next  year,  at  the  usual  time,  if  so  permitted. 

WARY  L.  ROBERTS,  Clerk. 


APPENDIX. 


Containing  Epistles  received  from  otlier 
Yearly  Meetings. 


To  ike  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends ,  to  he  held  in 
Baltimore : 

Dear  Sisters: 

We  have  again  been  permitted  to  meet  in  our  Annual  Assembly, 
we  trust,  under  the  goodness  and  tenderness  of  our  Heavenly 
Parent,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  sustain,  comfort,  and  direct 
aright,  all  those  who  put  their  trust  in  Him.  We  have  the  com¬ 
pany  of  several  Ministers  from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  both  with 
and  without  Minutes,  through  whom  have  flowed  the  pure  streams 
of  Gospel  love,  edifying  and  strengthening  us.  Some  of  us  from 
the  small  and  remote  Meetings,  feel  at  times  discouraged ;  but  He 
who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  does  and  will,  in  His  own  good 
time,  arise  and  comfort  our  hearts  with  the  gracious  promise: 
“Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.”  The  reading  and  answering  of  the 
Queries  brought  forth  much  expression,  tending  to  encourage  to 
more  faithfulness  in  the  maintenance  of  our  testimonies.  The 
Meeting  has  also  travailed  under  exercise  in  view  of  the  desola¬ 
ting  influence  of  Intemperance,  which  is  annually  destroying  its 
thousands  of  our  fellow-beings. 

Dear  Sisters,  let  ns  faint  not  in  well-doing,  but  labor  in  earnest¬ 
ness  of  heart  to  eradicate  this  terrible  evil. 

The  testimony  of  our  Society  in  regard  to  plainness-  of  dress 
and  address,  has  been  feelingly  revived,  with  the  belief  that  if  the 
inside  of  the  cup  and  the  platter  were  clean,  the  outside  would 
be  clean  also. 

Mothers  have  been  admonished  to  greater  diligence  in  discharg¬ 
ing  their  important  duty  in  this  respect. 
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They  were  encouraged  “  to  sow  the  seed  iu  the  morning, 
and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thy  hand,  for  thou  knowest  not 
whether  shall  prosper  either  this  or  that,  or  whether  both  shall 
be  alike  good.”  There  is  a  close  relation  existing  between  the 
natural  and  spiritual  development.  First  the  bud,  then  the  leaf, 
then  the  blossom,  afterward  the  fruit.  The  husbandman  con¬ 
signs  the  seed  to  the  soil,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  it  will  swell 
and  blossom  and  bless  the  sower;  and  as  there  is  attention  given 
to  the  unfoldings  of  Truth  in  the  minds  of  children,  these  will 
come  forward  and  take  the  places  of  the  mothers.  We  would 
affectionately  remind  mothers  of  the  importance  of  early  instruc¬ 
ting  children  in  habits  of  strict  truthfulness.  Thus,  having  been 
well-grounded  in  this  principle,  which  is  the  foundation-stone  of 
all  that  is  right  and  honorable,  they  can  more  easily  and  tho¬ 
roughly  resist  the  temptations  to  deception,  which  may  present 
in  various  forms,  when  they  come  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
duties  of  life.  Some  of  our  dear  young  sisters  have  given  evi¬ 
dence  at  this  time,  that  they  have  felt  the  drawing-cords  of  our 
Heavenly  Father’s  love,  enabling  them  to  entreat  others  to  put  on 
the  beautiful  robe  of  righteousness,  which  is  the  clothing  of  the 
saints. 

In  the  love  of  true  Christian  sympathy,  we  bid  you  farewell. 

Issued  by  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends, 
held,  by  adjournments,  from  the  11th  of  5th  month  to  the 
16th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1874,  and  signed  by  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  on  behalf  thereof,  by 

PHEBE  W.  FOULKE,  Clerk. 


From  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  held 

BY  ADJOURNMENTS,  FROM  THE  28TH  OF  NlNTH  MONTH,  TO 

the  1st  of  the  Tenth  Month,  inclusive,  1874. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends ,  to  be  held  in  Bal¬ 
timore  : — 

Beloved  Sisters: 

In  Gospel  love  we  salute  you,  as  members  of  the  same  house¬ 
hold  of  faith,  recognizing  the  truth  of  the  declaration,  “  So  we 
being  many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  aud  every  one  members  one  of 
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another.”  In  assembling  to  transact  the  affairs  of  tiie  Church 
militant,  we  have  desired  that  we  may  sit  humbly  at  the  feet  of  the 
Master,  waiting  for  His  direction  in  the  weighty  matters  that  come 
before  us.  As  the  testimonies  which  we  have  borne  since  we  have 
been  banded  together  as  a  Society,  have  been  brought  into  view, 
we  have  renewedly  felt  their  importance,  and  believe  a  more  faithful 
adherence  to  them  would  result  in  an  increase  of  usefulness  to 
others,  and  happiness  to  ourselves. 

We  are  making  a  high  and  holy  profession ;  let  us  inquire  in¬ 
dividually  whether  our  fruits  justify  it.  Is  our  light  shining 
brightly  ?  If  we  are  individually  faithful,  then  we  shall  be,  collec¬ 
tively  ;  and  shall  be  as  a  beacon  set  upon  a  hill.  But  to  attain 
this,  we  must  be  willing  to  be  dipped  in  Jordan  seven  times,  until 
we  become  clean,  even  as  a  little  child. 

Oh  for  more  depth  !  Let  us  go  down  deeper,  until  we  find  the 
Immutable  Rock  underneath  our  feet.  We  haye  no  safety  until 
we  know  an  establishment  there.  Then  shall  we  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  various  hssetments  of  life;  standing  firm  amid  the  un¬ 
stable  elements. 

Although  but  few  of  the  anointed  ones  from  other  vineyards 
are  with  us,  yet  these,  with  those  of  our  own  fold,  have  handed 
forth  sweet  counsel  which  has  been  as  baltn  in  Gilead,  as  oil  upon 
the  troubled  waters. 

Mothers  have  been  affectionately  entreated  to  nourish  the  good 
seed  sown  in  the  hearts  of  their  children,  and  encouraged  to  direct 
them  to  that  principle  of  Light  and  Life  implanted  in  the  soul  by 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  which,  if  attended  to,  will  ever  be 
their  guiding-star,  pointing  to  the  Heavenly  Kingdom,  wherein 
they  will  find  rest. 

Those  young  in  life  have  been  most  feelingly  admonished  to 
give  heed  to  every  little  intimation  of  duty,  and  to  be  careful  to 
cultivate  the  soil  in  which  the  germ  lies;  not  allowing  noxious 
weeds  to  impede  its  growth.  Then  it  will  become  a  healthy  plant, 
and  God  wiil  give  the  increase. 

Although  we  have  many  deficiencies,  as  evinced  by  the  answers 
to  the  Queries,  we  earnestly  hope  that  we  are  making  some  pro¬ 
gress  in  spiritual  things;  for  we  know  we  have  many  faithful 
laborers  in  the  field,  who  give  evidence  of  practical  righteousness. 

Our  Indian  Committee  made  a  satisfactory  report,  and  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  persevere  in  their  labors.  And  although  we  have 
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been  wanting  in  means  to  do  all  that  we  desire  for  them,  we  feel 
that  the  necessities  which  have  surrounded  them  have  been  a 
wholesome  stimulus  to  industry  and  improvement. 

We  respond  in  sentiment  to  your  excellent  epistle,  and  believe 
also  that  we  have  been  favored  to  sit  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  and 
partake  of  the  Bread  of  Life,  which  has  been  broken  and  handed 
forth. 

Finally,  we  bid  you  farewell  in  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  re¬ 
main  your  sisters. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

ELIZABETH  P.  HARRISON,  Clerk.  - 


From  the  Yearly  Meeting  or  Women  Friends,  held  in 
New  York,  by  adjournments,  from  the  25th  of  Fifth 
Month  to  the  29th  of  the  same,  inclusive,  1874. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends ,  to  he  held  in 
Baltimore : 

Dear  Sisters: 

In  reverent  and  grateful  recognition  of  that  mercy  which  has 
again  permitted  us  to  meet  in  our  Annual  Assembly,  we  greet 
you  m  the  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship,  and  return  the  affec¬ 
tionate  salutation  conveyed  by  your  welcome  Epistle. 

We  have  had  renewed  evidence  at  this  time,  that  He,  who  in 
former  days,  went  before  His  people  in  the  wilderness  in  the 
cloud  and  the  fiery  pillar,  and  who  brought  them  safely  through 
the  swellings  of  Jordan  to  their  desired  haven,  is  still  the  Leader 
of  His  spiritual  Israel,  feeding  them  daily  with  heavenly  manna, 
and  dispensing  to  them  “  living  water  ”  from  that  unfailing  Rock 
whose  springs  flow  only  at  His  bidding. 

We  feel  with  you,  that  our  truest  love  and  service  are  due  to 
Him  who  thus  crowns  us  with  “  loving  kindness  and  tender 
mercies,”  and  that,  as  willing  and  obedient  children,  we  should 
be  ever  ready  to  listen  to  his  faintest  call,  and  to  run  with  alacrity 
on  His  errands.  How  can  we  lie  on  our  “  beds  of  ease”  when  we 
recount  the  benefits  we  are  daily  receiving  at  His  hands,  and  re¬ 
member  how  short  is  the  time  given  us  wherewith  to  occupy  the 
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several  talents  committed  to  our  trust  ?  If  we  are  not  “  fruitful  in  the 
field  of  offering  ”  we  can  plead  naught  in  extenuation  of  our  barren¬ 
ness,  save  our  own  lukewarmness  and  disobedience ;  for  the  seed  of 
Divine  life  which  is  sown  in  every  heart,  needs  but  a  receptive 
soil  to  take  root  and  bring  forth  a  hundred-fold  the  acceptable 
fruits  of  righteousness. 

We  cannot  attain  unto  a  knowledge  of  the  “  things  that  belong 
unto  our  peace  ”  by  our  own  will  and  strength;  but  when  we  are 
weary  of  toiling  and  laboring  of  ourselves,  and  the  language 
arises:  “A  Saviour,  or  I  die!  A  Redeemer,  or  I  perish  for¬ 
ever  !  ”  then  will  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  be 
opened  unto  us,  and  we  shall  be  willing  to  “sell  all”  to  obtain 
them. 

“  There  is  a  faith  which  overcomes  the  world,  and  there  is  a 
faith  which  is  overcome  by  the  world”  ;  and,  in  order  to  know  a 
distinction  between  these,  our  spiritual  vision  must  be  anointed 
with  the  “  eye-salve  of  the  kingdom  ” ;  for  the  “  eye  must  be  pure 
and  single  that  set’s  the  Divine  life,  as  well  as  the  heart  that  re¬ 
ceives  it.” 

We  must  see  to  it  also,  that  we  defile  not  these  bodies  which 
are  declared  to  be  “  the  temples  of  the'living  God  ”  ;  but  that,  by 
obeying  the  laws  impressed  upon  our  being,  we  make  them  “  fit 
receptacles  for  His  holiness  to  dwell  in.”  If  these  “  harps  of  a 
thousand  strings  ”  were  attuned  to  harmonious  action,  every 
chord  would  help  to  swell  the  angelic  anthem,  “  Glory  to  G«od  in 
the  highest,  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men  1  ” 

Oli,  that  we  were  more  fully  aroused  to  the  dignity  of  our  posi¬ 
tion  as  immortal  and  accountable  beings,  to  whom  life  has  been 
given  as  a  rich  inheritance,  a  solemn  trust,  to  be  so  improved  that 
the  Great  Steward  may,  at  His  coming,  receive  his  own  “  with 
usury  I”  There  is  a  craving  within  us  which  the  husks  of  this 
world  cannot  satisfy ;  and  naught  save  that  food  which  “  perishes 
not  with  the  using,”  can  answer  its  demands.  The  soul  that  knows 
of  being  thus  fed,  will  no  more  desire  the  “beggarly  elements”  of 
thisjworld,  but  will  grow  into  the  nature  of  that  which  nourishes 
it, and  be  filled  with  charity  and  peace.  It  will  reject  all  that  will 
hurt  or  destroy,  and  will  find  no  room  for  envy,  malice  or  un¬ 
charitableness  ;  it  will  obey  only  the  “law  of  kindness,”  and  will 
see  and  mourn  over  its  own  errors,  but  be  lenient  to  the  faults  of 
others- 
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We  especially,  who  are  mothers,  and  teachers  of  the  young,  have 
been  admonished  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  our  office.  It  is  ours 
to  study  as  far  as  possible  the  inmost  hearts  of  our  children :  to 
encourage  and  secure  their  confidence;  to  enter  with  loving  sym¬ 
pathy  into  their  innocent  pursuits;  to  check  the  first  motions  and 
the  growth  of  hurtful  desires ;  to  awaken  and  strengthen  good  re¬ 
solves  ;  to  watch  over  and  control  their  associations,  that  naught 
which  is  not  “  pure  and  lovely,  and  of  good  report,”  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  find  access  to  them.  How  can  we  marvel  at  the  de¬ 
generacy  over  which  we  mourn,  when  our  hearts  are  given  up 
to  worldliness  and  folly  ?  How  can  we  look  for  a  growth  of  high 
and  holy  thought  and  action  in  our  children,  when  the  father,  too 
busy  with  his  ledger,  and  the  mother  with  her  round  of  duties  or 
fashionable  requirements,  neglects  to  sow  the  seed,  and  to  watch 
over  the  tender  plants  entrusted  to  their  care,  with  loving  and 
prayerful  solicitude?  How  can  we  expect  the  stream  to  rise 
higher  than  the  fountain  ? 

Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  subject  of  read¬ 
ing  ;  for  as  the  food  we  eat  enters  into  and  moulds  the  very  sub¬ 
stance  of  our  bodies,  so  what  we  read  shapes  in  a  great  measure 
our  inner  life  ;  and  if  our  children  are  allowed  access  to  the  too 
stimulating  and  therefore  unhealthful  productions  of  the  day,  the 
sorrowful  fruits  will  yet  be  apparent  in  a  crippled  and  wasted 
womanhood.  Mothers  should  educate  themselves,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  judge  of  what  is  fitting  for  their  children,  and  by  a  firm 
and  wise  guidance,  they  may  be  able  to  direct  their  tastes  into  pure 
and  wholesome  channels. 

Though  we  have  been  favored  with  the  company  of  but  few 
ministering  Friends  from  other  Yearly  Meetings,  those  who  have 
been  with  us  have  been  truly  messengers  of  glad  tidings,  and  have 
not  shunned  to  declare  unto  us  “  the  whole  counsel  of  God.” 

We  hail  with  joy  the  efforts  that  are  being  made,  not  only  in 
our  midst,  but  in  the  world  at  large,  to  combat  the  crying  evils  of 
the  day ;  and  though  War,  Intemperance,  the  Death  Penalty  and 
oppressions  of  every  sort  may  not  be  abolished  by  our  means,  we 
may  do  much  to  stem  their  progress,  and  to  mitigate  their  horrors  . 
Let  us,  then,  not  be  “  weary  in  well-doing,”  but  rest  in  the  promis  e 
that  “in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.” 

We,  too,  behold  this  year  many  vacant  places,  and  feel  that 
Death. has  severed  many  of  our  most  precious  ties;  but  we 
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“mourn  with  hope,”  feeling  that  onr  loved  ones  are  “not  lost, 
hut  gone  before,”  to  that  “rest 'which  remaineth  for  the  people 
of  God.” 

With  a  salutation  of  love,  we  remain  your  sisters. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

MARY  JANE  FIELD,  Clerk. 


From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  oe  “Women  Friends,  which 
closed  Ninth  Month  3rd,  1874. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends  of  Baltimore  : 

Dear  Sisters: 

Your  valuable  epistle  has  been  received  and  read  in  our  assem¬ 
bly,  renewing  in  the  hearts  of  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  be 
in  its  hearing,  the  depths  of  that  sisterly  love  which  should,  and 
we  trust  does  pervade  us,  and  circulate  through  our  beloved 
Society  as  a  body,  and  reaches  out  in  an  affectionate  manner  to 
our  sisters  abroad,  to  whom  we  feel  that  we  must  look  in  a 
degree,  for  support  and  sustenance  now  in  our  feebleness. 

While  we  know  that  we  are  poor  and  needy,  and  scarcely 
worthy  to  be  recognized  by  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  we  are 
enabled  joyfully  to  look  up,  under  the  precious  declaration  of  our 
Lord,  that  not  only  the  assembled  multitude 'does  He  grace  with 
His  presence,  but  where  there  are  two  or  three  gathered  in  His 
name,  He  will  be  in  the  midst.  The  company  and  gospel  labors 
of  the  many  from  other  Yearly  Meetings  who  are  assembled  with 
us,  are  truly  acceptable  and  encouraging,  and  it  is  our  prayer  that 
the  seeds  which  they  are  sowing  in  our  midst  shall  not  fall  by  the 
wayside,  and  be  devoured  by  the  fowls ;  nor  in  the  stony  places, 
where  they  shall  wither ;  nor  be  choked  by  the  thorns,  but  that 
they  may  fall  in  good  ground  where  they  may  grow,  bud,  blossom 
and  bear  fruits  of  righteousness  to  the  honor  of  the  Lord.  Some, 
already  having  that  Faith  which  is  able  to  save  us  and  build  us 
up,  have  been  encouraged  to  hold  fast  to  the  end ;  while  others 
have  been  cited  to  the  beauties  of  holiness  and  called  up  to  drink 
of  that  blessed  Fountain  to  which  all  are  free;  that  they  may 
rise  up  and  bless  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

We  have  also  been  reminded  that  we  should  endeavor  to  live 
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lives  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  following  the  example 
and  precepts  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  that  when  the  final  summons 
comes,  we  shall  be  ready  to  be  gathered  with  that  innumerable 
throng  beyond  the  shores  of  time.  We  realize  that  as  of  old,  the 
Heavenly  manna,  upon  which  we  must  feed  if  we  expect  to  be 
called  the  Children  of  God,  must  be  gathered  daily. 

The  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  claimed  the  earnest  attention  of 
thi3  meeting.  While  thankfulness  was  felt  that  our  Society  had 
been  almost  entirely  preserved  from  the  degrading  use  of  them, 
great  solicitude  was  expressed  that  no  preparation  for  food  or 
drink  be  found  in  our  houses,  which  can  have  a  tendency  to  foster 
this  desolating  habit.  Seeing  how  the  strong  appetite  for  stimu¬ 
lants  has  taken  hold  of  almost  every  class,  we  are  admonished  that 
none  are  safe  who  indulge  even  in  a  slight  degree  in  their  use, 
and  none  are  guiltless  who  suffer  those  under  their  care  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  forming  a  taste  for  them. 

Having  the  First  day  School  General  Conference  with  us  at  this 
time,  we  consider  a  great  favor,  for  which  a  depth  of  gratitude 
has  arisen,  and  we  trust  that  through  its  influence  some  will  be 
awakened  to  new  desires,  and  others  receive  greater  zeal  in 
searching  out  the  wealth  of  Scripture  truths  and  may  the  com¬ 
mand  go  home  to  the  heart  of  every  one,  u  Awake  thou  that 
sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light.” 

We  now  bid  you  farewell,  and  remain,  your  sisters. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  meeting, 

JANE  EDGERTON,  Clerk. 


From  Genesee  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends,  held 
at  Farmington,  N.  Y.,  by  adjournments,  from  the 
15th  of  the  Sixth  Month,  to  the  18th  of  the  same, 
inclusive,  1874. 

To  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  of  Women  Friends : 

Dear  Sisters  : 

In  that  love  which  we  feel  is  of  the  Father,  and  qualifies  for 
every  good  work,  we  are  constrained  to  address  you ;  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  welcome  salutation  of  your  lively  epistle,  which,  ans¬ 
wering  as  life  unto  life,  affords  evidence  of  having  emanated  from 
the  Fountain  of  all  good. 
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May  we,  dear  Sisters,  become  more  diligently  engaged  to 
strengthen  each  other ;  for  surely  the  Father  abilitates  his  children 
to  be  true  helpmeets  in  every  thing  which  is  needful. 

We  feel  that  the  work  on  the  wheel  will  not  be  marred,  if  our 
diligence  is  characterized  by  that  Charity  which  “  suffereth  long 
and  is  kind.”  Our  meeting,  though  not  large,  has  been  deeply  in¬ 
teresting.  We  have  had  the  company  of  dear  sisters  from  other 
Yearly  Meetings.  Much  sweet  counsel  has  been  handed  forth 
and  bread  broken,  as  at  the  eommand  of  the  Master,  for  the  feed¬ 
ing  of  the  multitude. 

We  have  been  forcibly  reminded  that  love  is"  the  badge  of  true 
discipleship ;  and,  if  dwelling  under  its  influence,  we  shall  be 
drawn  to  meet  often,  and  sit  down  together  in  worship  of  the 
Father  whose  promise  is  that  He  will  be  with  the  two  or  three  as 
well  as  with  the  iarger  assembly.  Aged  mothers  have  borne  im¬ 
pressive  testimonies  to  the  sweet  joys  arising  from  an  early 
submission  to  the  yoke  of  Christ,  and  to  the  all-sufficiency  of  His 
protection  and  guidance  through  the  probationary  pilgrimage  of 
life. 

The  state  of  Society  as  evinced  by  the  answering  of  the  Queries, 
affords  cause  for  encouragement.  Although  departure  still  exists 
in  our  midst,  we  have  reasons  for  feelings  of  thankfulness  that, 
in  proportion  to  our  numbers,  they  are  few. 

We  earnestly  desire  that  we  may  be  more  awakened  to  throw 
around  the  victims  of  intemperance,  those  cheering  influences  of 
love’s  redeeming  power  which  would  strengthen  them  in  their 
efforts  to  resist  the  tempting  glass,  and  to  seek  a  fountain  which 
faileth  not. 

W e  feel  that  our  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Indians,  has  been 
widened  and  deepened  by  the  reading  of  the  careful  and  interest¬ 
ing  report  of  the  Friends  appointed  by  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs  to  visit  the  Santee  Agency :  and  sincerely  hope  that  the 
laborers  who  have  gone  forth  will  reap  a  reward  commensurate 
with  their  efforts.  We  have  been  reminded  that  none  of  us 
should  exempt  ourselves  from  giving  support  to  the  work,  for  it  is 
but  carrying  out  the  great  stipulating  treaty  of  William  Penn. 

In  that  love  which  encompasses  sea  and  land,  we  are  your 
sisters,  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

JANE  R.  SEARING,  Clerk. 
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